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“Ye are not your own: for ye are bought with a 
price.” That is the keynote of the Christian life, 
and the source of its consecration. This thought 
affords the basis of Dr. Cuyler’s article, to be found 
in another column, in which he pleads far heart con- 
secration as the simple giving up to the Lord of that 
which is his own, 


We are not accustomed to find in the later writings 
of Mr. Herbert Spencer material for use in this col- 
umn; but there is a little sentence in the closing 
paragraph of his latest article, which is well worth 
quoting and remembering, “Controversy must be 
cut short,” says he, “or work must be left undone.” 
Many a life-work is the poorer because of its neglect 
of the truth thus pungently stated. In order to 
“carry our point,” we too often use time and strength 
that we have no right thus to use; and when we 
have conquered, we discover too late that we have 
been beaten, after all. 

When a superintendent is able, at the teachers’ 
meeting, to make a dry lesson seem full of interest, 
or in his closing talk to the school on Sunday wastes 
no words, but by saying just the right thing in the 
right way fastens in the scholars’ minds the truths 


of the lesson, you may be sure that he is giving that 


which has cost him something. A wise Philadel- 
phia pastor urged, a short time ago, at a Sunday- 


setting aside certain hours each week for preparation 
for his work. Perhaps the average superintendent 
will feel that such a plan costs too much; but if he 
expects the same results that the working superin- 
tendent gets, without paying the price, he is mis- 
taken, and will find it out, too. 


Studying is using books for a purpose, asking 
them questions on topics about which we are con- 
cerned, in order to form our own judgment correctly. 
Reading books is often simply surrendering ourselves 
to the author, as we would listen to a good talker. It 
may be helpful or hurtful, may interest without 
stimulating, or may captivate at the expense of our 
own intellectual processes. The Bible is one of the 
few books which can be both studied and read. It 
answers the most important questions, while, on the 
other hand, we may surrender ourselves to its thought, 
sure to be helped, stimulated, and edified in mind 
and heart alike. The reason is a very simple one. 
The habits of mind formed in learning one thing well 
make it much easier to grasp the main points in 
regard to many others. On the other hand, the dis- 
cursive method leads to a failure in grasp ; the sup- 
posed knowledge is at best like a large bag of short 


The secular and religious press in both England 
and America are giving wide circulation to certain 
alleged specimen passages of the Revised New Testa- 
ment, which exhibit sundry differences from our 
present version. These differences are mostly such 
as any good critic would expect. 
student they present no novelty; and to others they 
present scarcely novelty enough to furnish excite- 
ment from now till next May, to which time the 
appearance of the Revised New Testament is now 
postponed. Meanwhile, it is alleged that the appear- 
ance of these specimens in the English paper which 
first published them was a breach of confidence, as 
well as an infringe ent of copyright, for which an 
apology has been demanded. The Sunday School 
Times declines, therefore, to follow the multitude in 
this matter,—as it has already declined to precede 
the multitude, by rejecting original communications 
which bore with and within themselves every mark 
of accuracy, and covered much more ground than 
the specimems made public. 
add that the witnesses, however respectable, do not 
all agree as to the changes that are to appear. So it 
is better to wait the good pleasure of those whose 
judgment so much curiosity is excited to know. 


To the diligent 


But we are bound to 


He must be a very dull or a very selfish reader 
who can follow the stories of the perils and agenies 
of the early Christians under persecution, or of the 
toils and indies of the pioneers of the faith even WET BLANKETS. 
down to the present day, without feeling astrong| There are certain homely phrases which are very 
sense of the comparative ease of our own lot, and | picturesque. What, for instance, more directly con- 
the consequent shame which ought to follow any|veys to the imagination the idea of a morbidly 
But in the | depressing influence than the term “ wet blanket” ? 
changed temptations which surround us now, we can | The person who is the medium of this social prostra- 
count on the same protection on which the early | tion may individuaily be sweet, conscientious, and 
martyrs relied, and which Cyprian so eloquently | attractive, though rarely forceful and courageous. 
described when he wrote to his enslaved and perse-| The wet blanket to others’ endeavors is himself 
“Your bodies will not rest | crushed under the ponderous weight of a spirit that 


refusal to do our leas trying duty. 


cuted fellow-Christians : 





school institute, the importance of a superintendent’s 


the cold earth, but it will be no punishment to lie 
there with Him. Though your outward man be 
covered with filth, your inward man will be the more 
purified with the Spirit of God. You will, indeed, 
have but little bread to eat, but the word of God 
which is come to you is true food. You will have 
but little clothing, but he who has put on Christ has 
covering enough.” Such strong faith as this may at 
once inspire us with thankfulness for our present 
happier lot, and with a determination to conquer 
such different temptations as beset us. For, after all, 
it is often true that there is nothing harder to fight 
than the little temptations and the slight trials which 
surround us. It may be that one needs all of a 
Cyprian’s unfaltering trust to carry him through the 
petty troubles of a single humdrum day ; for the man 
whose faith and heart are strong in defeat or in trial 
may yet, for lack of it, yield thoughtlessly and dis- 
honorably before the multitude of petty cares and 
petty worries which every day must bring. 


In one of the essays of the “Autocrat of the 
Breakfast Table,” who, as everybody knows, is a physi- 
cian as well as a man of letters, he has described the 
act of walking as being a perpetual falling and 
recovering one’s self. When we would take a step, 
in Dr. Holmes’s opinion, we begin to fall prostrate, 
but recover our balance by the very act of walking. 
Is there not an analogy between this clever descrip- 
tion of a single bodily step, and the account which 
might with equal truth be given of the steps which 
we take in our spiritual progress? How often does 
it seem to us that our whole life of Christian endeavor 
is but a long series of mistakes and subsequent cor- 
rections, of weary falls and penitential recoveries ! 
At the end of every day and hour we can but note 
our sins and shortcomings, and arise with new resolu- 
tions for the time to come. But this sense of the 
need of new efforts and of an unceasing strife against 
temptation, becomes in the healthy soul no gloomy 
record of past failure, nor does it arouse any feeling 
of despondency or despair. If we fall, we have no 
right to give way to undue regrets or sense of weak- 
ness, but ought from our very failure to take new 
strength for future needs. To make repeated defeats 
our potent aids toward victories to come, we have 
only to struggle onward in the spirit of Paul, whose 
noblest triumphs were those of one who had fallen 
low indeed, but could say: “ We have this treasure 
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed.” 





on soft couches ; but care not for it, Christ will re-| lacks buoyancy. We are saved by hope, and the 
Your weary limbs will beve to lie upon! unhopeful man gropes darkly and feebly along » 
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clouded pathway, It would be hard enough were 
he the only sufferer from his peculiarly timorous and 
hesiteting frame of mind, but his persistent dreari- 
ness is strangely demoralizing to others. Loyally as 
he may follow the flag, he follows it in the sunken 
heart and with the failing foot of the conquered, 
not with the proud elation and the determined will 
of the victor. The wet blanket derives no comfort 
from the fact that a particular Sunday-school is fill- 
ing up, new scholars appearing, new teachers com- 
ing forward, and a bright activity pervading its 
rauks. He is sure that the temporary improvement 
is due to some eause allied to the loaves and the 
fishes that an anniversary, a festival, or an external 
invitation of some sort, is the present lure, and that 
the new prosperity will speedily wane. He predicts 
calamity and defeat with a plaintiveness of tone 
and a sadness of aspect which act upon sanguine- 
hearted and enthusiastic people in a way that im- 
plies a reproach and insinuates a folly. If there is 
serious feeling in the school or the congregation, and 
the converts cluster about the altar, and seek to own 
their Lord in the way of his appointmeat, the man 
who is of the wet-blanket style of thinking has no 
word of encouragement. He distrusts emotion. He 
fears the majority are self-deceived. He points to 


others who began well, but who have fallen away | 


from their first ardor. He simply cannot be happy 
himself, nor can he let others take comfort in any 
good thing. 

Progressing from the smaller field of the individual 
school to the larger field of the world, the wet blan- 
ket sees little reason for rejoicing in the hosts of 
tents that all along the whitening meadows, and the 
stately slopes of the hills, are pitched, fair and 
beautiful, beneath the banner of the cross. “ Where,” 
he exclaims, “are the children? Why not always 
in the sanctuary? Why are they ever absent from 
church services? Is the Sunday-school helping the 
Lord's cause, or subtly hindering it?” In vain do 
you ply him with argument and statistic. In vain 
do you assure him that never, at any period, did the 
ministry more tenderly and lovingly heed the com- 
mand to feed the lambs. He is consistent in nothing, 
except in refusing to admit that there may be sun- 
shine and gladness, fruition and harvest, bloom and 
fragrance, in a work which engages the best talents, 
the most consecrated piety, and the most strenuous 
fidelity of the entire Christian church. 

Nowhere does the wet blanket so fully spread him- 
self, as in opposition to foreign missions. He is the 
advocate of home missions, in antithesis to that literal 
obedience to the divine Master which animated the 
Judsons and the Boardmans long ago; which sent 
Burns to'China and Duff to India; which has filled 
the Scudders with the tonic of a fearless love; which 
thrills in the silvery eloquence of Chamberlain, and 
which to-day is the mainspring of much of the sanc- 
tified zeal of the evangelical church throughout the 
world. Neither by money, nor by sympathy, nor by 
cordial well-wishing, need you expect to be aided, 
when with this cause on your tongue, and this 
mighty work of Christ in your heart, you approach 
the wet blanket. He is constitutionally unable to 
grasp the encouragements, and to measure the dimen- 
sions of Christian endeavors which are carried on, 
by many hands, by faithful toil, and by matchless 


’ Jove, in lands beyond the seas, 


There is only one thing in which the wet blanket 
fully and honestly believes, and that is, his own 
practical infallibility. His lack of belief in the 
capabilities of others is more than balanced by his 
belief in himself. No new plan can be started, no 
work however promising commenced, but the wet 
blanket is able to point out defects and dangers that 
had escaped the notice of others, and to intimate with 
mysterious profundity that he could have done better 
But let not his unwary confidant be deceived. If he 
proceeds to inquire about the better method hinted 
at, his simple seeking after truth is sharply checked 
He will be grandly informed that the wet blanket 
thanks Providence that he knows his own business 
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better than to meddle in other people’s affairs, that 
he is no chronic grumbler, and that if other people 
are content with the present defective state of things, 
he does not grudge them their happiness. So he 
covers up the confusion into which his questions had 
unwittingly thrown him by posing as a martyr, and 
succeeds so well as half to deceive himself. Poor 
wet blanket ! 

The wet blanket is ingenious in suggesting possible 
disturbances which may hereafter arise. The pastor’s 
candor will affect some pew-holder unpleasantly. 
The good elder’s remarks in the prayer-meeting will 
be wrested from their meaning to the harm of the 
church. All the time the wet blanket is quite inno- 
cently unaware that his own misgivings furnish the 
text for many a cynical sneer, and that his own match 
is laid at many a fuse which leads to explosion and 
injury. 

Of course the wet blanket is a pessimist. The 
pessimist has his place in human economy, as well as 
the optimist. But pessimism is never in the van. 
It never Jeads an army. It never volunteers on a 
forlorn hope. It never scales an abattis, nor storms 
a fortified height. It never builds churches, nor lays 
out cities in the prairie, nor plants school-houses and 
steeples where now the virgin forests wave. 

St. Paul, of all men most grandly victor over dis- 
couraging circumstances, was always the optimist. 
He could face a clamoring crowd, rioting for his 
blood, and begin his speech to them with a concilia- 
tory “Men, brethren, and fathers!” On the ship, 
when wreck was imminent, and crew and passengers 
were affrighted, his voice was calm and his words 
reassuring. Nay, in a Roman prison, bound and 
watched, he was full of a joyous élan, exclaiming, 
“T can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me, I have all, and abound.” 

When, in Banyan’s inimitable dream, Mr. Despon- 
dency and Miss Much Afraid, his daughter, had 
arrived at the edge of the river, the former said, 
“My will and my daughter's is, that our desponds 
and slavish fears be by no means ever received, from 
the day of our departure, forever, for I know that 
after my death they will offer themselves to others. 
For, to be plain with you, they are ghosts which we 
entertained when we first began to be pilgrims, and 
could never shake them off after, and they will walk 
about, and seek entertainment of the pilgrims; but, 
for our sakes, shut the door upon them.” 

Thus, it may be, many men and women, dear chil- 
dren of God, who have walked their lives long in the 
mood of the wet blanket, may look grievingly back 
when they stand where the Master is waiting to 
receive them into the fullness of his joy. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


One of the easiest ways to make a great show of 
progress in the Sunday-school is to offer prizes. The 
dangers of that system, however, are so many and so great 
that it takes very great wisdom and skillfulness on the 
part of teacher and superintendent to keep the moral 
feeling of the school from being degraded,—and when a 
man~gets wise enough to do that, he will be too wise to 
employ the system any longer. Here, however, is a letter 
from a Oalifurnia secretary, who thinks he has obtained 
good results from the cffsring of priz2s, in the willing 
co-operation of his scholars in securing good attendance. 
With this preface we lay it before our readers : 


One problem caused me much trouble last year,—how to in- 
duce scholars to attend regularly and punctually. A few 
months ago we opened the school with singing, only a small 
majority being present,—from twenty to/fifty teachers and 
scholars coming in late. As might be expected, the singing 
was poor, the attention of the scholars distracted by every new 
arrival, and confusion continued through the reading of the 
lesson for the day. To change this order (or rather disorder) 
of things, about the first of November ten prizes were offered for 
the most regular and punctual attendance from that time to the 
next anniversary, and to keep a fair and exact record, in addi- 
tion to the teachers’ class-books (sometimes marked with 
favoritism, or left entirely blank), cards are used, ruled-for the 
proper number of Sundays each month, on which are written 
the names of teachers and scholars, one for each class. About 
five minutes before the opening exercises, these are handed to 
the scholars, whe are directed to mark their classmates present, 
as they enter the room, and different scholars are used every 





Sunday till all have served as assistants, so that now each 
anxiously awaits his “next turn.” The bell is ruag exactly 
at the minute, and the cards collected immediately, the 
scholars whose names are unmarked being considered absent. 
From these cards the general record is made up during the 
week, and the result of the plan has exceeded all expectations. 
On the third Sunday in January the attendance was the largest 
on record for two years, only one-seventh of the officers, 
teachers, and scholars enrolled being absent, while but five 
were late. Asimple plan that has worked well in one case may 
help others. Notice, however, that the making assistants of the 
scholars is the great point, and to it the increased attendance is 
principally due. It is needless to add that the singing is much 
improved, and all Sunday-school officers can appreciate our 
satisfaction in having two hundred and forty scholars seated 
quietly, and ready to sing when the bell is rung. 





How to best enlist the co-operation of his class in the 
preparatory study of the lesson is one of the practical 
difficulities that beset every teacher. That the difficulty 
is felt and appreciated is evidenced by the number of 
inquiries which we receive from perplexed teachers. 
One of Mr. Moody’s terse proverbs declares “ It is better 
to set ten men to work than to do ten men’s work,” and 
it certainly is better for the teacher to set his scholars to 
studying the lesson at home than to do all the studying 
himself alone. A successful method of gaining the 
scholar’s co-operation in the work is shown in the fol- - 
lowing letter from the Rev. W. F. Crafts, which also 
contains hints for the application of the plan to the les- 
sons in March. Mr. Crafts says: 


A tried and proved method for enlisting the co-operation 
of a class in preparatory study is to make assignments of defi- 
nite points in the lesson, in advance, for each member in the 
class to look up. For instance, in the lesson of February 6, 
one scholar might be asked to state, in writing or otherwise, the 
known facts, as to history, of John the Baptist. Another might 
be requested to be ready to give the references to John the 
Baptist in the Old Testament, and to show how he resembled 
Elijah, after whose name he was called in prophecy. A mem- 
ber of the class especially interested in deeds of heroism might 
be requested to find what he thought the @avest act in the life 
of John, If there was a lawyer’s son or daughter in the class, 
it would be appropriate to ask that scholar to state the quali- 
ties of a good witness, and how John was a good witness for 
Christ. Another might be asked to describe what sort of a 
preacher he thought John was, and what his principal themes 
were, Another, perhaps, might be appointed to explain the 
meaniog of John’s words when he called himself the “ friend 
of the bridegroom.” And yet another might give ashort sketch 
of Herod, who imprisoned John, If the scholars were suffi- 
ciently advanced in thought and age, one might be requested to 
explain the difference between Christ’s miracles and the pre- 
tended miracles of false teachers and of Romanists, Yet 
another appropriate assignment would be, ‘‘ How is a Christian 
like light?” suggested by the golden text. The report from 
these assignments would sometimes take only one minute, and 
never would need to exceed three or five minutes; so that the 
assignments I have given could all be brought within the half- 
hour usually allotted to lesson study. In the lesson for 
March 13, the fellowing assignments are suggested: (1.) 
Describe the Pharisees. (2.) What persons were included 
among publicans and sinners, so often spoken of in the Gospels? 
(3.) Draw a plan of an oriental table. (4.) Describe the cus- 
toms of oriental feasts, in regard to washing, kissing, ete. (5.) 
Ancient ointments and perfumes. (6) Oriental money. (7.) 
What incidents and promises in the Bible encourage great sin- 
ners who are penitent to expeet forgiveness? (8) What part 
has the intellect in saving faith? and what part the will? the 
heart ? and the outward life? (See Heb. 11; Epistle to James; 
Rom. 5.) (9.) Characteristics and words of Christ which show 
that he was a divine teacher. In the lesson fur March 20,— 
the review,—assignments will be still more valuable and 
important. One or more might be asked to draw a map of 
Palestine, showing all the places mentioned in the quarter’s 
lessons. Others might be given the duty of writing two-minute 
biographies of Zacharias, Simeon, Mary, John the Baptist, and 
the life of Jesus to the beginning of his ministry. Another 
might give the list of miracles named in the quarter, and yet 
another a list of the doctrines and duties remembered. On 
March 27, if the school takes the missionary lesson, it would be 
interesting to ask one member of the class to find out some- 
thiog about the missionary work in Mexico; another, in Italy ; 
another, in China, etc., thus getting a glimpse of the whole 
mission field. If the temperance lesson on “‘the bond and 
free,”? recommended by the National Temperance Society and 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, should be used, one 
scholar might be asked to describe how alcohol affects the 
stomach; another, the brain; another, the muscles; another, 
the soul; another, the home; another, the community. In 
working out these assignments, when the appropriate books are 
not in the pupil’s home, he could be directed to s:me public 
library, or the teacher might be able to loan him some books, or 
send the scholar to some person who woul i be able to give him 
the desired information. Knowledge thus derived would be 
much more likely to enter into the memory and the life than 
the ordinary lecturing of a Sunday-school teacher, in accord- 
ance with that very important maxim, the mate to the one with 
which we opened, ‘‘ Make your pupils skillful fiaders of truth, 
rather than patient receivers of it.” 
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HERE AND THERE. 
BY SUSAN COOLIDGE. 


We sit beside the lower feast to-day,— 
She at the higher. 
Our voices falter as we bend to pray ; 
In the great choir 
Of happy saints she sings, and does not tire. 


We break the bread of patience, and the wine 
Of tears we share. 


She tastes the vintage of that glorious vine, 
Whose branches fair 
Set for the healing of all nations are. 


I wonder is she sorry for one pain, 
Or if, grown wise, 

She, wondering, smiles, and counts them idle, vain, 
These heavy sighs, 

These longings for her face and happy eyes. 

Smile on then, darling, as God wills is best, 
We loose our hold, 

Content to leave thee to the deeper rest, 
The safer fold, 

To joy’s immortal youth while we grow old: 

Content the cold and wintry day to bear, 
The icy wave, 

And know thee in immortal summer there, 
Beyond the grave, 

Content to give thee to the Love that gave. 


CONSECRATION. 
BY THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D, 


“T have just come from the last service over that noble 
man Dr. L , and I never realized before what a grand 
thing it is to lead a consecrated life.” So remarked a 
brother to me, after he had attended the funeral of one 
of the best men whom God ever gave to this city. Dr. 
L—was no mystic, no sentimentalist, no believer in 
mere “spurts” of religious emotion; he did not talk 
much about holiness, but he lived it out beautifully. His 
idea of self-consecration he got from the great apostle 
who exhorted his fellow-Christians to present themselves 
a living offering, holy and well pleasing unto God. 

Much is said and sung in these days about consecra- 
tion. There is just a little danger that it may become a 
cant phrase, devoid of any spiritual kernel. Some make 
it an equivalent for sanctification. An able English 
clergyman, in a very suggestive discourse, says, “‘ We can- 
not consecrate ourselves. We try it—we subdue the 
body; we strain all our energy to subjugate the sins of 
the intellect and affection; and then we are tempted to 
spiritual pride, and to glory in our self-control. Weary 
and sad we say, I will cease the struggle, it is vain. My 
friend, it is not vain. Admit your own weakness honestly, 
and then cry to God to sanctify you; and a heavenly 
hand will touch your life and hallow and purify it all.” 

This is all very true in regard to sanetification as a work 
of the Holy Spirit. But to consecrate is to set apart for a 
sacred use,—to devote unto the service or worship of God. 
When we consecrate a church edifice, we devote it to the 
worship of Jehovah; when we consecrate ourselves, we sur- 
render ourselves to the ownership of Christ That is what 
Paul meant when he said, “ For me to live is Christ.” He 
gave the helm of his will to Jesus; he enthroned Jesus in 
his soul; he let Jesus guide every step of his foot; his one 
thought was how to please Christ, first, last, and all the 
time. If self rebelled, he struck it down with hard 
blows, “giving it a black eye.” This one thing he did, 
and kept doing until the exe¢utioner’s axe ended the 
conflict, and sent him up to the conqueror’s crown. 

The first thing and the main thing is to consecrate the 
heart to Christ. Heart consecration signifies giving 
Jesus the key to every apartment within us, from the 
basement of the reason up to the cupola of the imagina- 
tion. Whatever he finds there, and needs for his service, 
must be his, If he asks for one of our treasures, we must 





‘let him haveit. The best we have must be given to him, 


just as we offer the best room in the house and the best 
table we can spread to a beloved guest. Christ pays us 
ten thousand fold for giving him this hospitality; for he 
makes every chamber of the soul so light, so warm, so 
fragrant, and so cheery, 

One of the most apostolic men of this century was the 
late Dr. William A. Muhlenberg, whom most people 
know from his famous hymn, “I would not live alway.” 
When he was a young minister he halted in a church for 
a few moments, and heard from the pulpit these striking 
words: “* We have but one heart. If we had two hearts, we 
might give one to God and the other to this world; hav- 
ing but one, God must have it all.” No man in our day 
has exemplified this more thoroughly than Dr. Muhlen- 
berg. He had a fine imagination; he consecrated it to 
composing such a hymn as “Oh, cease, my wandering 





soul.” He had executive ability, and he used it to found 
and build up St. Luke’s Hospital and the institutions of 
St. Johnland. He made his home in the Hospital, and 
once was seen carrying down the dishes from a poor 
patient’s room. ‘Doctor, why don’t you call a servant 
to dé that?” ‘ What am I,” replied the cheery old man, 
“but a waiter here in the Lord’s hotel?” If his Master 
could use a towel upon his disciples’ dusty feet, why 
should he count it menial to wait on one of Christ’s poor? 
With opportunities to lay by a handsome competence, 
the glorious old man—who was called “ everybody’s 
father ”—did not possess at his death any more than two 
twenty-dollar gold pieces, which had lately been given 
him by a friend. In heaven, Muhlenberg is one of the 
millionaires. Now his was just what we mean by a conse- 
crated life. He had but one heart, and that was Christ’s; 
out of that Christ-possessed heart came the issues of the 
life; and the sweet fountain poured forth full, sweet 
streams, 

The highest quality for a Sunday-school teacher is self- 
consecration to Jesus. If you have not given yourself 
wholly to Jesus, depend upon it, you will never bring 
any ofeyour scholars to him. There will be no glow of 
earnestness, no tenderness and importunity, in your 
appea's to them. You will huddle through your work in 
the school in a cold, perfunctory way, and allow any 
slender pretext to draw you away from it. Butif you 
have consecrated a certain portion of time to your Bible 
study in each week, and a certain portion of every Lord’s 
Day to teaching it, then beware how you rob your Master. 
Those hours are sacred. No more allow trifles to detain 
you from them than you wou'd from the bedside of asick 
child. A bank teller sets apart six hours in each day to his 
counter in the bank; if he fails, heisdischarged. If you 
count your obligation of devoting certain hours to your 
holy work less sacred, then your Master will discharge 
you from his corps. You may continue to be a teacher on 
the superintendent’s roll, but you are not Christ’s teacher. 
Your name is off of his roll. He knows his own; he 
calleth them all by name. 

We never shall have a generation of giving Christians 
until we train one with Bible ideas about consecration of 
money to the Lord. The parable of the talents does not 
mean intellectual gifts; it means money. God loans 
money to Christians as his trustees. The only honest 
method is to Set apart a portion of our income for Christ, 
and no more appropriate it to anything else than we 
would steal a neighbor’s watch. When the blood-bought 
church comes up to the Christian standard of consecrat- 
ing its substance, there will be no starveling missions 
and no destitute Sunday-schools, and no pitiful devices | 
of filling empty treasuries by fairs and rafflss and “grab- 
bags.” 

The cardinal idea in consecration is to give Christ his 
rights. He owns you and me, This means safety here 
and Heaven hereafter; for Christ will take good care of 
his own, If we are going to claim to be his on the day 
of judgment, then let us make good that claim by being 
enurely, conscientiously and gladly his in every pulsation 
of the heart and every deed of the life. O brother, 
sister! when you give yourse//, Christ will give you a part- 
nership in saving your class, 

OTHER PEOPLE'S IDEALS. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 

To live fully up to one’s own ideal standard of excel- 
lence is often very bard work indeed. In certain super- 
sensitive and exalted states of the mind, it seems as though 
it would be easy to abide on the highest levels of 
experience, and to fill every day with devotion to duty, 
and loving self-denials to kindred and friends. I do not 
mind telling my readers, confidentially, that this is not 
infrequently the case with myself, especially on the Sab- 
bath. Sitting in the dear, familiar pew, with the pleasant 
faces of children and acquaintances near, with the organ 
sending forth its solemn melody, or the good pastor 
speaking words of tender counsel and suggestion, I resolve 
on many a thing which I cannot accomplish in the rush 
and pressure of the busy secular week. Doubtless you 
have all felt and known the same difference between the 
wish and the deed, the endeavor and the result, the hope 
and the fruition. The teacher, thinking of the class, 
intends to do a great deal more in the way of visiting, 
establishing, and strengthening personal relatidns, and 
building up characters, than he is really abletodo. The 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. And constantly 
our finite physical limitations repress and oppose the 
desires and aims of the soul part, which is allied to the 
infinite. 

Nevertheless, it is a good thing for us to strive and 
struggle. It is a good thing to have set before us an ideal 





of loftiness, which stimulates our ‘efforts, hardens our 


purposes, and shames our low attainments. A better 
thing it is to have our ideal patterned after the supreme 
perfection, and daily, by prayer and pains and thankful 
praise, to try to become like Christ, 

It is not a gooi thing, nor a thing which develops us 
in any symmetrical way, to be always outreaching after 
other peop'e’s ideals, This thing a great many of us do, 
occasionally and intermittently. And some of us do it 
most of our time. Forgetful of the fact that we not only 
possess our own individuality, but as well possess a right 
to it, we strain after the example of somebody else, and 
we lose breath and strength in trying to walk in another's 
path. Imaginative and enthusiastic young people are 
very prone to this sort of imitation. It is sometimes 
amusing to see a bright, gifted girl, with the girlish ten- 
dency to wholesale adoration of her chosen friends, 
modeling herself now on this admired lady, and now on 
that one, catching little graces of manner, and tricks of 
speech, and peculiarities of dress, and wearing them with 
serene oblivion of the certainty that all who lock must 
recognize the secret of the borrowed feathers. Soa youth 
at college will adopt the ideas of a popular classmate, 
or form himself on the pattern of a beloved professor, 
heedless of the waste of energy in copying superficial 
and trifling distinctions. A strong, loving, and eccentric 
man is sure to have a host of followers, who plume them- 
selves on wearing his eccentricities with an emphasis of 
which he never dreamed. : 

There is a way of living in an urgent strife after the 
ideals of others which goes deeper than this external 
copying. Ina reasonable degree, all copying of moral 
excellence is praiseworthy. It is right that we should 
surround ourselves with associates and companions who 
are virtuous, cultivated, and refined. The communion 
of saints helps and heartens us in our pilgrimage, and 
this is one, among other cogent arguments, to lead the 
Christian to church-membership, to attendance on the 
prayer-meeting, and to the delights of congenial friend- 
ship with those who serve the Master. But, in the church 
and out of it, in the home and out of it, in the community 
and out of it, we have all our own lives to live, our own 
vineyards to till, and our own talents to put to the best 
uses. We are responsible to God for what he gave us in 
trust, and not for what he gave our neighbors. If he 
made me a clever-blossom, he will not ask from me the 
grace of the rose, but only the lowly sweetness of the 
clover. Only he will demand the best that I can 
do. It may be entirely out of my power to write story 
or sketch which shall be read on both sides of the sea, 
but I can write a little letter of comfort to my friend in 
trouble, of advice to my boy at school, or of encoursge- 
ment to the invalid in her chamber. God wants me to 
do my work, in my way, and in meek dependence upon 
him, and if I do it thus he will own and bless it. 

Because great and splendid things are beyond them, and 
entirely out of their power, many peple sit still with 
folded hands, acting the while in as foolish a manner as 
their friends who do nothing because they try to do too 
much. True, genuine, honest, and utter consecration to 
God’ avoids both errors. To go modestly and lovingly 
through the world, lending a helping hand where it is 
needed, speaking a kind word where it will be soothing 
and restful, and diligently following our own business, 
without self-disparagement, is to reap harvests of com- 
pensation for every hour of service. 

* THE SCHOOL AND SUPERINTENDENT. 


BY JAMES H, KELLOG, 


In the church school the superintendent occupies a 
place nominally only second to the pastor, and really, in 
most cases, of supreme control. In other schools, by 
vote of the teachers, and sometimes of pupils as well, he 
is placed in the position of leadership and command, 
Theoretically the position of the superintendent is one of 
large authority, as well as of chief responsibility and 
influence. For want of sufficient care and interest on 
the part of many church authorities, and for other 
reasons, the superintendents of many of our Sunday- 
schools do not receive the support and the recognition 
which are essential to the best administration of affairs. 
The purpose cf this address is in no sense to dwell upon 
the duties of the superintendent, but rather to show 
some points in which it is the obvious duty of the school 
to recognize and aid the chief officer. 

1. By rendering ready aad cheerful obedience.—If the 
superintendent prove unworthy or incompetent there are 
means of correction or removal, but while he is in office 
let him be obeyed. When the call is given for order, or 
for a change of exercises, let there not be a listless Jag- 
ging, but a prompt movement in response. So in the 
exercise of any of his official duties, let the superinten- 
dent be recognized and his high office magnified by 
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teachers and pupils alike, The successes of great mili- 
tary commanders, as Napoleon and Alexander, were due 
largely to the perfect discipline of their forces ; and this 
discipline, this exactness of movement, promptitude and 
cheerful acquiescence, is essential to a well-ordered and 
efficient school. 

2. By according a genuine respect to the leader of the 
school —You can at least respect the position, and, if the 
occupant be worthy, you can soon come to a genuine re- 
gard for one who so largely assumes the cares and bears 
the burdens of the institution. In the case of many 
military and secular leaders this feeling of respect has 
ripened into the ardor of a warm affection, and deeds of 
valor and works of hardship and difficulty have seemed 
as trifles under the stimulus of an enthusiasm fostered 
by the example and influence of royal leadership. When 
such respect exists for the man, and as well for the holy 
place of study and the sacred day, some boys will not 
spend precious time in mutilating and disfiguring their 
books, or in ways of unbecoming amusement; nor some 
girls waste it in giggling and silly conversation. For the 
respect they bear to’ their superintendent, well-trained 
Sunday pupils, and well-mannered Sunday-school teach- 
ers also, will cultivate habits of attention, of good de- 
portment, and of diligent and laborious study. 

8. Sympathy should be accorded the superintendent.— 
By this I mean that intelligent and thoughtful apprecia- 
tion and kind feeling which comes of the most friendly 
and good understanding, and a mutual hearty interest in 
the good work. This will lead the teachers to speak fre- 
quently to him of the lessons, of the condition of their 
classes, and of other interests of the school, and, gener- 
ally, to confer with him, as well as to say deserved words 
of appreciation and encouragement. And the pupils will 
feel a warm interest in the man who is set over them for 
their instruction in sacred things, and will seek in every 
practicable way to manifest this kindly and grateful 
regard, 

4. The school should co-operate with the superinten- 
dent.—If every ear is quick to listen, and every hand 
and tongue as ready to move at the word of the leader, 
while every mind and heart is busy in thinking and 
planning, as they may, for the school’s best good, the 
power of the superintendent will be doubled. If any 
can be found who need the privileges of the school, they 
will be brought in, and if there are any obstacles in the 
way of study and improvement, they will be overcome in 
the progress of the common zealous effort for the 
general good. I saw a Sunday-school procession once, 
and a banner with a portrait and the words “ Our 
Superintendent.” The inscription is suggestive of a 
sense of attachment, of real affection, and even of pos- 
session. When the rank and file of our schools all feel 
that the chosen leader is their own, in this way of high 
appreciation, diligence, enthusiasm, and true progress 
will characterize their movements, 





THE DEVIL'S TOOLS. 
BY PETER STRYKER, D.D. ' 


The great adversary has enlisted in his service two 
classes of people, the good and the bad. 

Bad people may very properly be termed thfe devil’s 
agents. They are associated with the fallen angels, who, 
led on by the prince of darkness, accomplish the great 
exploits which produce the continued ruin of the world. 
It was not enough that our race was once destroyed in 
the disobedience of the human pair. This would have 
sufficed had it not been for the repairs accomplished by 
the Great Jehovah. But now that God has undertaken 
to re-create the world, Satan, in his supreme audacity, 
has determined, if possible, to foil him. So with his 
numerous and subtile foes to help him, he re-ruins men 
by the aid of lust and passion. He employs not only 
demons, but wicked men, to destroy others. Rum sellers, 
gamblers, and debauchees are his willing allies, who 
delight to do his bidding, and for the sake of filthy lucre 
are willing to destroy the souls of their victims, and then 
plunge with them into the abyss of sin and woe. 

But the devil’s tools are they who are supposed to be 
good people, who are connected with the church, and who 
profess to be helping on the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness, Said a good man to me not long ago: “I can bear 
the opposition of the wicked,—that I expect; but the 
greatest hindrance I find in mye holy work is from those 
who are reckoned as God’s people.” 

That expression sounded very harshly in my ear, and 
I have been studying it ever since. Oan it be that the 
disciples of Jesus are the helpers of Satan? Let us see: 

1, The church is full of indifferent people. It seems 
strange how these fossils ever obtained a place among the 
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there, and the question is, What are they good for? Some, 
we fear, are of no use to the Lord; others seem to work 
against his cause. Christ teaches us that there is no 
neutral position, that we are either his disciples or his 
opponents ; that, if we are not with him, we are against 
him. It would be well for these careless professors of 
religion to arouse from their apathy, and inquire whether 
they are really the people of God. Have they not reason 
to fear that they belong to that class of people who lived 
in the time of the judges of Israel, and of whom we read, 
“Ourse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curge ye 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because they came not 
to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty.” 

These persons are dead weights. They are an evil 
balance, They are rolled by the devil on the wrong side 
of the ship. In the time of a storm, they are likely to 
ruin the craft, just because they do nothing, and let the 
evil one use them as his éoo/s. 

2. There are the croakers. As long as things move 
smoothly, they are all right; but when the dark days 
come, when the wind blows, when the rain falls, then 
look out. . 

Let us suppose a case, The times are a little dull. 
Business is prostrate. The church feels the financial 
depression, of course. Some of the generous people 
cannot contribute as much as formerly. Pew-rents fall. 
Subscriptions are diminished. What then? The minis- 
ter’s salary, small enough at the best, must be lowered in 
some way. -Mr. Croaker takes the lead in this agreeable 
business. He is not one of the unfortunates. He is just 
as able, financially, as ever, and eould make up the 
necessary deficiency of some other, if he chose. But he 
prefers taking the opposite course, so he takes a cheaper 
pew. He stands on the corner, and talks about the hard 
times. He knocks at Mr. Stingy’s door, and enlists his 
co-operation. Oroaker and Stingy arouse Obstinacy, and 
these persons, who- perhaps for a long time have been at 
ease in Zion, are now quite active. If they occupy offi- 
cial positions in the church, all the better. An elder, or 
deacon, or trustee, or steward, will make a much more 
effective tool for the devil than he would as a high 
private. Has he not been raised to the kingdom for this 
very purpose? So these men, a self-appointed committee 
continue their mission until they drive away the faithful 
pastor, and hinder the holy work of the churth. 

8. We will only mention one more of the devil’s tools, 
the gay disciple, He may, with all his faults, be a true 
Christian. He may not. But he is among the faithfal, 
and very snug is he in his nest. He commits no act 
which would subject him to church discipline, but it is 
evident he shows more love for the world than for God. 
The truth is, the gnly time he appears like a Christian is 
at a funeral or the communion table. He dresses in 
faultless attire, rides to church in elegant livery, and 
among the fashionables he is conspicuous, but, unfor- 
tunately for his holy profession, he shows but little piety, 

How often Satan uses these people to do his worst 
work! Unconsciously they are his tools, and he employs 
them every day in the week, especially on Sunday. They 
not only sew their own shrouds, make their own coffins, 
and dig their own graves, but they act as undertakers for 
their neighbors, and they do their work thoroughly and 
cheaply. How they will feel when they open their eyes 
the other side of death, and see how they have been 
fooled by the great adversary! What a pity they cannot 
“perceive their folly now, and cease it! 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
HOW THAD KEPT WASHINGTON’S 
BIRTHDAY. 


BY THE REV. EDWARD A, RAND, 


Thad stood with his back to the blazing open fire, 
warming himself, He did not at once answer a question 
his mother put. In silence he continued to enjoy the 
grateful heat that stole out from the old-fashioned fire- 
place. She repeated the question, “What are the boys 
going to do, Thad, when they go into the woods to- 
morrow?” And he was silent as before. 

“‘ Deaf, Thad?” she asked. 

The deaf boy got his ears open. ‘‘Oh! what will they 
do? Well, I suppose they will build a fire,” 

“A fire in February?” 

“Oh! there is no snow on the ground. Dry as your 
kitchen floor, mother.” 

“ And is that all they are going to do on Washington’s 
Birthday ?” 

Thad made no answer, but, stooping down, rubbed his 








faithful. Account for it as we may, it is certain they are 


heated legs and groaned, “So hot!” 


The fact was that he did not want to tell his mother 
all he knew about the coming party. She was a Yankee, 

though, and could guess. 

“ Well, Thad, some sort of mischief is going on, and if 

a bey wants to celebrate Washington’s Birthday, let him 

do the manly thing and avoid what is wrong.” 

Having given this shot, for she well knew where it 

would hit, she jabbed her needle down into the corn-cob 

in her waist and went on with her knitting. 

The next day Thad was out in the yard on his way to 
the barn, with a pail of boiled potatoes for the pigs. 

“Hurrah-h-h! Hurrah-h-h!” 

Several voices were yelling at Thad, and as he turned, 
he saw the picnic band tramping along the road. 

“Thad, come on! We will wait for you,” shouted 
Pen James, Then he swung high in the air a suspicious 
brown jug. 

“T know what that means,” thought Thad, and he 
shook his head at Pen. 

“ Are you not going to celebrate, Thad? ” 

“Yes, Pen.” 

** Well, come along then.” 

Thad shook his head, and, at the same time, taking a 
piece of rope out of his pocket, he tied it about his legs. 

“That means, boys,” said Pen, “that Thad is tied at 
home, and can’t go. He is probably tied to his mother’s 
rocking-chair, ha,ha!” And the boys laughed with him. 

Thad did not hear this remark. He knew that Pen 
said something, and noticed that the boys turned from 
Pen and toward him when they laughed; and he con- 
cluded that the laugh was at his expense. 

“ All right! Laugh away, boys,” said Thad. “ You 
may celebrate your way, and I will celebrate mine.” As 
he continued his walk to the barn, he said to himself, 
“T know what that jug means, and I am not going to 
celebrate Washington’s Birthday on sour cider.” 

Pen James’s party visited a strip of woods near the mill- 
pond. This pond was skirted on one side by the farm 
that Thad’s father cultivated. 

“ Boys,” said Pen, “ let’s start our fire here. We have 
an outlook upon the pond, you see, and then the ground 
is quite dry for our fire, and, if you notice, there is plenty 
of brush-stuff about. Come on.” 

The boys began to “come on” at once. One collected 
leaves, another brush, anether brakes, and Pen serving 
as fireman, a fire was quickly kindled that went flaring 
toward the sky in big yellow sheets. 

** Now, boys, for the peanuts, and then”—Pen smacked 
his lips, and lifted the dirty little jug. 

It was a very mean kind of a celebration of the day,— 
peanuts and cider,—and worthy of pigs in asty. Pen 
especially drank more than he could conveniently 
manage, and was soon in a rollicking mood. 

“ Boys, let’s have a run on the ice,” he said, “and I'll 
stump you to follow me.” 

He sprang up, ran.out upon the ice, and the others 
followed. 

“Hold on, Pen! Don’t go any farther that way,!” 
shouted one of the boys. 

Pen only turned and mocked him. The boy, though, 
was right. There was a brook that discharged its water 
into the pond near the place of Pen’s venture, and the 
agitation of the water prevented the formation of a thick 
coat of ice. Sometimes the coat would be worn through, 
and then little ripples would be impelled by the wind 
across the open water, and it looked as if the bare pond 
was shivering in the cold. Pen had sprung forward, and 
at last he reached the thin ice. 

“ Boys, will this hold?” inquired Pen. 

“Come ashore!” screamed one of the party. 

Pen’s only answer was to sink in the midst of the 
yielding ice, while his terrified followers all fled to the 
shore. 

It was about that time in the day when Thad was ac- 
customed to drive his cows to the pond, that they might 
drink of the water they loved so well. Thad would cut 
and keep open a hole in the ice, and this was the white, 
crystal bucket they drank from. Down they went to the 
shore of the pond in a procession: “ Brindle,” old ‘‘ White 
and Black,” “ Brown Eyes,” and Thad followed. They 
passed down the lane, winding by the orchard, then 
came a little thicket of pines, and beyond was the 
pond, 

The cows were moving dignifiedly on, followed by 
Thad. 

“ Hark!” he said, 

The next moment he was running in the direction of 
several loud outcries, down by the pond. Thad looked 
off anxiously, and there was somebody in the water 
struggling to keep himself up. He would grasp the ice; 
but it was so thin and brittle that it broke repeatedly, 








It was well that Pen knew something about swimming. 
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Thad seized a board from a fence, as he ran along, and, 
wrenching it off, pulled it after him. In another minute 
he had laid his board upon the ice, pushing it toward 
Pen as far as he could reach. Alas! the board was too 
short, and it did no more good than the throwing of a 
chip to Pen. Thad could see the look of disappointment 
that came into the features of Pen, who was still clutch- 
ing at the ice,—though more feebly now, for the water 
was chilling him. 

“Oh dear!” thought Thad, “so near, and yet unable to 
reach him. If I could only add two feet to my board!” 
He thought a moment, and then Thad shouted, “ Don’t 
giveup!” He pulled out of his pocket the rope with 
which he had tied his legs, when Pen accosted him in 
the yard, bound it firmly around the end of the board, 
and then, lying down upon the ice, shoved the board 
toward Pen, still holding on to the rope. 

“There,” thought Thad, “‘ he can reach the board now, 
and my rope will give me a hold upon it, and I can draw 
the board back, if need be.” 

Pen grasped the board, but he could do hardly any- 
thing more than cling, so exhausted was he. 

‘Pall, boys, pull!” shouted Thad, kicking with his 
legs, and indicating thereby that they were expected to 
do the pulling there. The ice was thick enough at that 
point to sustain them, and they commenced to pull on 
Thad. Back, back, he went, and after him came the 
board and the half-drowned Pen. They took him to the 
fire and piled it high with brush-wood. When Pen could 
speak without any chattering of his teeth, he turned to 
Thad: 

“Well, Thad, I want to thank you, and I haven’t for- 
gotten the mean thing I said about the rope you helped 
me with. If I had let the cider alone, I should not 
have gone off like a fool upon that ice. It is the last 
time—” Here Pen’s teeth began to chatter, and he 
did not try to finish his speech in words. He expressed 
it in action though, for he seized the brown jug and, 
going down to the pond, threw it into the hole he had 
broken in the ice. 

“There, you may sink where I didn’t wish to.” 

“Three cheers for Thad!” shouted some one. 

And that was the way Thad kept Washington’s Birth- 
day. eee es ee 

LOST. 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
The sun was falling toward the west 
In clouds of angry red, 
When Mary Mack, the collier’s wife, 
To little Jacky said : 


“Tis almost time for supper, boy, 
And father’s coming back ; 

Put on your comforter and cap, 
And meet him on the track. 


“Go up along the coaling road, 
You’ll meet him right away ; 

And make him hurry, for the wind 
Is sharp and cold to-day.” 


She smiled to see her little boy, 
A curly-head of three, 

Go shouting up the mountain-side, 
All rosy with his glee. 


The wood-fire crackled on the hearth, 
The kitten purred beside, 

And shrill] and sad a cricket’s chirp 
To fire and kit replied. 


But when the darkening night drew on, 
And home came collier Jack, 
Without the baby at his hand, 
She cried, ‘‘ How came you back ? 


‘* And where is Jacky? Why, he went 
To meet you up the side!” 

‘*‘ And I came down across the lots,” 
The weary man replied. 


A sudden fear across them fell; 
His weariness was done ; 

He followed fast the rugged path 
Where little Jack had gone, 


And Mary, with her woolen shaw! 
About her dizzy head, 

tight after him; as fast as feet 
Could carry her, she sped. 


But all in vain they hunted him, 
The night fell dark and still, 

They could not find their little boy 
By wood, or path, or hill, 


They called their neighbors to their aid ; 
The friendly neighbors came, 

And all night long the lonely rocks 
Re-echoed Jacky’s name, 
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The mountain-side their torches lit, 
Like stars that slide and fall ; 

But never Jacky saw the blaze, 
Or heard thein shout and call. . . 

When morning on the mountain rose, 
To light up crag and steep, 

They found him lying on a rock, 
Like one who lies asleep. 


His shoes and stockings by his side, 
Laid off to go to rest ; 

His face as peateful as a flower, 
His hands across his breast. 


Yes, while the winds blew cold and loud, 
And darkness gathered near, 

The weary child had lost his way, 
And stopped to rest him here. 

Bewildered with the lonesome night, 
His time to go to bed, 

He half undressed, and half asleep, 
Laid down his pretty head. 

And while they called and hunted him, 
And wandered all abroad, 

He fell asleep to dream of home, 
And waked at home with God. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


OPENING AND CLOSING EXERCISES. 


Few things prove more helpful in maintaining the 
interest of the scholars than a judicious variety in the 
methods of conducting the exercises of the school. The 
order of exercises should be well balanced in its parts, 
and yet sufficiently varied to prevent monotony, without 
at the same time running into the opposite extreme of 
abrupt transition. Nor is this enough. The school 
should, from time to time, adopt new orders of exercises, 
so as to prevent the services from becoming stereotyped 
into any one form. In response to the inquiry of a sub- 
scriber in the Maritime Provinces, we reprint kere The 
Order of Service from The Scholars’ Quarterly for the 
first quarter of 1881. A new order of service is pre- 
pared for each number of that publication, and these 
are reprinted, each quarter, in leaflet form, with a 
quarterly review, a responsive review exercise for the 
quarter, and an opening hymn, and can be obtained 
at 75 cents a hundred from the publisher, Mr. John 
D. Wattles, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

AN ORDER OF SERVICE, 
A tap of the bell calls to perfect silence. 
Singing—Prayer Song (from “‘ Pure Gold”) : 
“Saviour, thy dying love 
hou gavest me ; 


Nor should I aught withhold, 
; Dear Lord, from thee, 


Superintendent : 


O come, let us worship and bow down: let us knee] before 
the Lord our Maker (Psa. 95 : 6). 


School : 


For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and 
the sheep of his hand (Psa. 95:7). 


All bow in silent prayer ; followed by the Lord’s Prayer, 
all uniting. 


A tap of the bell gives the signal to rise. 
Superintendent : 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion (Psa. 65: 1). 
Teachers : 


O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise 
to be heard (Psa. 66: 8). 


Boys: 


Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise (Psa. 100: 4). 


Girls: 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make 
a joyful noise unto him with psalms (Psa. 95: 2). 
Infant class : 


Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name (Pea. 103: 1). 


All: 
O Lord, ae thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth 
thy praise (Psa. 51: 15). 


Singing —Praise Song (from ‘‘ Gospel Hymns, No, 3”) : 
“‘ I will sing of my Redeemer, 
And his wondrous love to me; 
On the cruel cross he suffered, 
From the curse to set me free. 
The school still standing,— 


Superintendent : 


The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul (Psa. 
19:7). 


School : 


The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart (Psa. 
19: 8). 


Superintendent : 


Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek after 
him with the whole heart (Psa. 119: 2). 





School : 


Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all 
thy commandments (Psa. 119: 6). 


Superintendent : 


Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? (Psa. 
119: 9.) 


School : 
By taking heed thereto, according to thy word (Psa, 119: 9). 
Superintendent : 


Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I.might not sin 
against thee (Psa. 119: 11), 


School : 


Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes ; and I shall keep 
it unto the end (Psa, 119: 33). 


Superintendent : 

I oe on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies (Psa. 119: 59). 
Boys: 


The entrance of thy words giveth light (Psa, 119: 130). 
Girls : : 

It giveth understanding unto the simple (Psa. 119 : 130). 
Boys : 

Order my steps in thy word (Psa, 119 : 133). 
Girls : 

And let not any iniquity have dominion over me (Psa, 119: 
33). 


Superintendent : 


All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness (2 Tim. 3: 16), 


School : 


Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law (Psa. 119 : 18). 


Singing by the infant class : 
“‘T am so glad that our Father in heaven.” 
Reading the lesson of the day,—superintendent and schoo! 
alternately. 
Prayer by superintendent. 
Singing of the opening hymn (Tune: Stockwell), 


“May the grace of Christ our Saviour, 
And the Father’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favor, 
Rest upon us from above.” 
Announcements, 


Lesson study. 


A tap of the bell gives the signal ‘close lesson in five 
minutes,” 


The bell signal for close of study is to be followed by per- 
fect silence. + 


Lesson hymn. 


Reading from “ Responsive Review Exercise.” 
Superintendent’s review of lesson. 


The school will rise for dismission at tap of the bell. 
Superintendent : 
I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which 


is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among 
all them which are sanctified (Acts 20: 32). 


School : 


The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another (Gen. 31: 49). 


Every head is bowed for a moment in silence. 
Dismissal. 


CLASS READING IN CONCERT. 


A wise superintendent will hardly use the same method 
each Sunday in his lesson from the desk. He knows that 
if he gets into a rut, and keeps in it, he is not likely to 
have the best attention of his scholars, and will fail to 
fasten in their minds the main truths of the lesson. A 
plan that often works well is for the superintendent, in 
the course of his review, to call out from different classes 
passages of Scripture that enforce the points of the 
lesson which he wishes to emphasize. Mr. J. Howard Seal, 
of Philadelphia, sends us blank cards used for that pur- 
pose in his school. These cards are printed on one side 
only, and read as follows : 





Will you please turn to this text, and have 
your class read it ALOUD and DISTINCTLY, when 
called on by 

Your Superintendent, 


| 





These slips are distributed early in the session, and 
when the superintendent calls for a particular text, 
it is at once read by the waiting class. The desk 
lesson thus partakes less of the character of a lecture and 
more of that of a Bible reading; the interest of the 


scholars is sustained throughout, and their co-operation 
secured, 


a ar = a 
























LESSON HELPS. 


LESSON 10, SUNDAY, 
litle: THE WITNESS OF JESUS TO JOHN. 
GOLDEN TEXT: H® WAS A BURNING AND A SHINING LIGHT.— 

John 5: 45. 


- 


i 6, 13381. 


RHA TO FrZ 


WARD 


Lesson Topic: Good News for Doubters. 


; 4 
Outline 2. 


. £ 
HOME READINGS. 


Monday, February 28: Luke 7 : 19-28, Good news for doubters. 
Tuesday, March 1: John 3: 1-13. The questioning ruler. 
Wednesday, Murch 2: Luke 23:1-10. The questioning judges 
Thursdiy, March 3: John 20: 24-31, The satisfied doubter. 
Friday, March 4: Luke 2: 24-35, The satisfied saint. 

Matt. 13: 10-17. 
Acis 2: 1-12. 


The Forerunner Questioning, v. 19, 20. 
The Forerunner Satisfied, v. 21-23. 
the Furerunner Outdone, vy. 24-28, 


Saturday, March 5: 


Sunday, March 6: Excelled in power, 


LESSON TEXT. 
{ Luke 7 : 19-28.] 
19. And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them 
to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another ? 

20. When the men were come unto him, they said, John 
Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should 
come? or look we for another? : 

21. And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities 
and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind 
he gave sight. 

22. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and 
tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the 
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

23. And blessed is Ae, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

24. And when the messengers of John were departed, he 
began to speak unto the people concerning John, What went 
ye out into the wilderness tor to see? A reed shaken with the 
wind ? 

25. But what went ye out for to see? 
raiment? 


A man clothed in soft 
Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and 
live delicately, are in kings’ courts. 

26. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? 
say unto you, and much more than a prophet. 

27. This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my 
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thee. 

28. For I say unto you, Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: 
but he that is least in the kingdom of God is yreater than he. 


Yea, I 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Luke7:19. Two ef his disciples. And Joshua the son of 
Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly. Josh, 2: 1. 
——And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth two by two. Mark 6: 7. 


V. 20. He that should come,——The sceptre shall not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come, Gen. 49: 10.——I will raise them up a prophet from 
among their brethren like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth; and he shall spesk unto them all that I command 
him, Deut, 18: 18.——And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the 
Lord. Isa, 59: 20.——Out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel. Micah 5: 2.——Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion: shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, 
thy king cometh unto thee, Zech, 9: 9, 

V. 22. Tell Juhn what things ye have seen,——And Nathanael 
said unto him, Cau there any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip saith unto him, Come and see. John 1: 46, 


That the blind see.—The eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Isa. 35: 5.—— 
I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; I will 
lead them iu paths they have not known: I will make dark- 
ness light before them, and crooked things straight, Isa. 42: 
16. And the bliad and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he heal.d them. Matt. 21: 14.——Jesus stood, and com- 
manded him to be brought unto him, .. . saying, What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I 
may-receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy 
sight: thy faith hath saved thee, Luke 18: 40-42.——The 
man answered and said uato them, Why, herein is a marvellous 
thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine eyes, If this man were not of God, he could do 
nothing. John 9: 30, 33. 

The lame walk, And great multitudes came unto him, 
having with them those that were lame, ... and he healed 
them. Matt. 30. And a certain man lame from his 
mother’s womb . . . seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple, asked an alms, Then Peter said ... Inthe name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, riseup and walk, . . . And he, leap- 
iag up, stood and walked. Acts 3: 6-8, 

Lepers are cleansed,———And he put forth his hand, and 
touched him, saying, [ will, and immediately the leprosy de- 
parted from him, Luke 5: 13.——As he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood 
afar off. . . . And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go 
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| shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as 
| they went, they were cleansed. Luke 17 : 12, 14. 

The deaf hear.——And they bring uuiv bim one that was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; . . . and straight- 
way his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was 

| loosed, and he spake plain. Mark 7 : 32, 35. 

The dead are raised.-——-There was a dead man carried out, 
the only son of his mother. . . ..And when the Lord saw her, 
he had compassion on her. . . . And he came and touched the 
bier... . And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
And he that was dead sat up and began tospeak. Luke7 : 12-15. 
——'There came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain 
which said, Thy daughter is dead. . . . As soon as Jesus heard 

| the word which was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the 
| synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. . . . And he cometh to 
| the house of the ruler of the synagogue. . . . And he took the 
damsel by the hand and saith unto her... Arise, and straight- 
| way the damsel arose and walked. Mark 5: 35-42. 


| V. 23. Shall not be offended in me.——And they were offended 
in him... . And he did not many mighty works there because 
of their unbelief. Matt. 13: 57, 58.—From that time many 
| of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
| John 6 : 66, But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews 
| astumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness. 1 Cor. 1: 23. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





V. 24. Into the wilderness.—In those days came John the 
Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea. Matt. 3: 1.—— 
John did baptiz2 in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of 
repentance tor the remission of sins. Mark 1: 4,——And the 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts 
till the day of his shewiog unto Israel. Luke 1: 80.——I am 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the 
way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. John 1: 23. 

A reed shaken with the wind.——That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, Eph. 4: 14.—-He that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven by tha wind and tossed. . . . A double- 
minded man is unstable in all his ways. James 1: 6, 8. 





V. 25. A man clothed in soft raiment. He was a hairy 
man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he 
said, It was Elijah the Tishbite. 2 Kings 1: 8.——And the 
same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern 
girdle about his loins. Matt. 3: 4. 


V. 27. This is he, of whom it is written. The voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Isa. 40: 3. 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me. Mal. 3:1. 

V. 28. He that is least . . . ix greater than he.——Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all the saints, is this grace viven, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Eph. 3: 8.——And these all, having obtained 
a good report through faith, received not the promise: God 
having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect. Heb, 11: 39, 40. 








LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The last lesson left Jesus at Capernaum, after a tour 
through Galilee with his disciples. There he remained for 
a time, during which it is recorded that he healed a para- 
lytic, and called Matthew the publican to be one of his dis- 
ciples. 

Then followed the second passover of our Lord’s public 
ministry, at which time he healed the infirm man at the 
pool of Bethesda. It was probably on his way back to 
Galilee from this passover that the disciples plucked ears of 
grain on the Sabbath. 

Coming into Galilee, he healed a withered hand on the 
Sabbath. As he arrived at the Sea of Galilee he was fol- 
lowed by multitudes. Then he withdrew to the mountain, 
near Capernaum, and chose the twelve, whom he called 
apostles, The multitudes followed him, and he delivered to 
them the Sermon on the Mount. 

Then, at Capernaum, he healed the centurion’s servant, 
and, at about the same time, raised the widow’s.son from 
death, at Nain. Next in the proper order of the narrative 
come the events of this lesson. 

Jesus was in Galilee, and probably at Capernaum. Jobn 
the Baptist had-been confined by Herod Antipas in the castle 
of Macherus, east of the Dead Sea, then on the borders of 
the dominions of Herod on the one side, and of Aretas, king 
of Arabia Petrea, on the other. The account and reason for 
this imprisonment is to be read in the Gospels ; but Josephus 
relates it a little differently, looking at it from a Roman 
stand-point. 

The time of this lesson is probably the summer of A. D. 28. 
- CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY A, C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(19.) And John, calling to him two of his disciples, sent 
them to the Lord, saying, Art thou he that cometh, or do we 
look for another? (20) And the men came to him and said, 
John the Baptist hath sent us to thee, saying, Art thou he 
that cometh, or do we look for another? (21.) In that hour 
he healed many from diseases and scourges and wicked spirits, 
and on many that were blind he bestowed sight. (22.) And 


things which ye have seen and heard: the blind recover their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers aie cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, the poor receive glad tidings: (23.) and 
blessed is he whosoever shal! not be stumbled in me. 

(24.) And the messengers of John having departed, he 
began to say to the multitudes concerning John, What went 
ye forth into the desert to behold? A reed shaken by the 
wind? (25.) But what went ye forth tosee? A man clothed 
in soft raiment? Behold, they that are splendidly appareled, 
and are in luxury, are in palaces. 
out to see? A prophet? 
excellent than a prophet. 
it is written, 


(26.) But what went ye 
Yea, I say unto you, and a more 


27.) This is 


(27.) he concerning whom 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
Who will prepare thy way before thee. 


(28.) I say unto you; Among the born of women there is none 
greater than John; but the lesser in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he. 

; NOTES. 

This most interesting incident in our Lord’s history is wor- 
thy of the most careful study, as shedding light on the 
mutual relations of our Lord and his harbinger. It should 
be read side by side with the account in Matthew, with whom 
Luke closely agrees. It falls into two parts: First, the 
embassy, and the Lord’s interview with John’s messengers ; 
second, the Lord’s testimony, after their departure to John. 
Through them he sends back to John a message of instruc- 
tion and rebuke; he follows it, in their absence, with words 
of the highest commendation. The incident reveals at once 
John’s greatness and his weakness; at once the exaltedness 
and the inferiority of his position, on the very verge of the 
breaking day, and yet lingering in the shadows of the old 
dispensation. 

Verse 19.—John, now in prison (Matt. 11: 1), sent two of 
his disciples o the Lord,—a favorite term with Luke for Jesus, 
Among the many reasons assigned for this sending, one is 
obviously the true one. John in prison, and hearing of the 
miracles of Jesus, is impatient at his continuing in obscurity, 
and delay to assume his messianic sovereignty and glory. 
He sends to him a mess geof expostulation and rebuke: a ques- 
tion which implies that it is time for, him to be performing 
the deeds worthy of, and expected from, the Messiah, or 
renounce his messianic pretensions. Any real doubt of his 
messiahship is certainly not implied.—He that cometh: a 
familiar desiguation, at this time, of the expected Messiah, 
the coming one ( Mait. 21:9; Psa. 40: 8).—.Do we—or perhaps 
more correctly, may we, must we—look for another? As rmouch as 
to say, “ The Messiah whom we expect must pursue a differ- 
ent career from thine.” John, like his countrymen, expected, 
partly indeed, a spiritual, but along with this certainly, a 
temporal ruler and deliverer. Jesus was disappointing his, as 
well as the nation’s, long-cherished hopes. 

Verses 20, 21.—The disciples come and execute their mis- 
sion.— In that hour he healed many, etc. A fact not recorded 
by Matthew, but giving great additional point and force to 
the reply of our Lord. He could not only (eli them of, but 
actually show to them, that they might report to their master 
the kind of works by which he could justify his messianic 
claims. He performed some of these deeds in the presence 
of the messengers of John.—A scourge: A divinely sent 
calamity or affliction, hence a torturing malady. 

Verses 22, 23.—Go and report to Juhn. The disciples had 
not come, nor been sent, to relieve their own doubts. They 
had come with the Baptist’s message, and the reply is returned 
directly and pointedly to him.— The blind—strictly, blind men, 
recover their sight: not necessarily implying, however, that 
they had ever seen before. 
tion, 


Seeing was their normal condi- 
The Lord refers John to some of his familiar and 
chief works of beneficence, giving prominence to that special 
feature of the new dispensation the publishing of glad tidings 
to the poor (Matt. 5:1; Luke 4:18; 6:20). He emphasizes 
this latter as the highest of his works, etc., minently marking 
his divine mission.— And blessed is he. Having pointed to 
his deeds of divine beveficence—at once merciful and miracu- 
lous,—he indirectly, but keenly, rebukes the dullness that 
cannot in these see sufficient proofs of his Messiahship, and 
that demands, instead of these works of omnipotent love, the 
illusory splendors of mere earthly achievement. John had 
been stumbled at Christ; had taken offense at his lowliness 
and obscurity ; and the Lord, before his messengers and the 
multitude, administers this rebuke to 
ceptions. 


Verse 24.— But the messengers having departed. 


his carnal miscon- 
Jesus had 
sent back to John, by his messengers, a lesson of weighty in- 
struction, and of delicate but sharp reproof. As soon as they 
are gone, he hastens to prevent any unfavorable and wrong 
inferences of the multitude by pronouncing on the Baptist, in 
their presence, a high eulogy. The message of John, appar- 
ently reversing his former strong testimony to Jesus, might 
produce in them the impression that he was an unstable 
changeling ; and shaken by the wind. It was no such person, 
our Lord tells them, that they had gone forth into the desert 
to behold. “The reed shaken by the wind” is here not the 
literal reed (as if they might have'gone out to see nothing 








he answered and said to them, Go and report to John the 


but the reeds waving in the wind on the banks of the Jor- 
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dan), but the reed as embiematic of an unstable character, | 


such as they might now fancy John to be. The interroga- 
tive form is equivalent to a strong denial. 

Verse 25.—But if not a changeling, did you go out to see a 
courtier ; a man gorgeously appareled and living in luxury? 
This even less than the other. The desert is no place for 
such: we seek them only in the courts of kings. 

Verses 26, 27.—But if not a changeling nor a courtier,— 
characters put first to emphasize, by contrast, the actual per- 
son whom they sought,—what did ye go out to see? A 
prophet? John was this, and he was more than this, because 
he was honored with being the immediate harbinger of the 
Lord. In him was fulfilled that remarkable language, 
“ Behold, I send my messenger,” etc. He was higher than 
any previous prophet, as holding a position of greater light 
and privilege: the herald to announce the Lord’s coming 
and prepare his way, to preach a preparatory reformation, to 
behold, bear witness to, and actually baptize him; and thus, 
as it were, to set him upon his path of growing brightness, 
before he himself relapsed into his destined obscurity. See 
John 3 : 26-32, which the student of John’s character should 
carefully read. 

Verse 28.—The first part of this verse puts a climax on 
the Saviour’s eulogy upon John; the last part of it explains 
the grievous misconception which had led to the recent 
deputation.— Among the born of women: Comprehensive term 
of universality; among all the sons of men; not merely 
prophets, but men of whatever class, is not a greater than 
John: greater in moral excellence (he was sanctified from 
the womb), and greater in position and prerogative, as the 
immediate precursor and herald of the Saviour. The 
immediate reference, of course, was to biblical characters,— 
Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, etc.; but what was true of 
them was more eminently true of all other men. To none 
other of the race had been allotted honor—and probably 
grace—so extraordinary as had been conferred on the great 
forerunner.— But the lesser in the kingdom of God. Who was 
less than any or all others in the new spiritual kingdom which 
Jesus came to set up, called indifferently the kingdom of 
heaven, or the kingdom of God.—ZJs greater than he. Stands 
higher than‘he in spiritual prerogative ; has access to richer 
spiritual influences, and has or will have more spiritual 
enlightenment. We need not press closely the words of the 
Lord. The language contrasts the two dispensations, the old 
and the new. The highest in the lower dispensation is 
lower than the lowest in the higher. John, though close on 
the borders of the new, yet lingered in the shadows and mis- 
conceptions of the old. His righteousness was, in its form, 
the righteousness of the law. His instructions (Luke 3: 
10-14) enjoined legal duties. And this inferiority and imper- 
fection of the dispensation to which he belonged shows how 
the greatest, at least the equal of the greatest, of the world’s 
heroes of faith, could still send to the Lord that message 
which showed how far he fell short of realizing the messianic 
ideal, and which brought upon him first the instructive cor- 
rection and then the pointed rebuke of the Lord, who, while 
rebuking, still most signally honored and exalted him. (The 
reference made by some of “the lesser,” or “the least in the 
kingdom of God” to Jesus, has no particle of probability. 
Jesus would not and could not so designate himself, and here 
the declaration would have no relevancy). 





GRACE BETTER THAN POWER. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


Every age has what may be called its men of mark. Society 
is always trying to create such. It makes a sharp demand 
upon each individual within its reach. Thrusting him up to 
the extreme limit of his ability, it holds him accountable for 
furnishing all he can accomplish. Off upon a watched hill- 
top he must remain till the actual account of his working 
power is known and put on record; then he is suffered to 
come down quietly to the level of other men, and is ever 
afterwards registered for precisely what he is. 

When John the Baptist came upon the stage of human life 
as an acknowledged forerunner of the Lord Jesus Christ, his 
career began to challenge the usual estimate and criticism of 
those who hurried down to the Jordan to hear him preach. 
People formed very characteristic, but widely differing, 
opinions of him. On one occasion, an opportunity occurred 
for a declaration to be made by no less a person than Jesus 
himself. He commented for a little upon the mistakes of 
those who asserted they had been disappointed in this man’s 
presentation of himself. What had they gone forth expect- 
ing to see? 

The ordinary interpretation of this expression, “ A reed 
shaken by the wind,” has been this,—Did you suppose that 
John was one of the weaklings of this world, a mere courtier 
with delicate words and flowing robes, who would be tremu- 
lously seeking popular approval, who word turn and trim in 
order to secure favor, now one thing and now another, like a 
rush shivering in the breeze? But lately, a new suggestion 
has been made by one who was born in Palestine, and who 
has been educated in the Greek language. He says that 
shepherd-boys often shelter themselves among the tall grass, 
and while away the hours of hot sunshine by playing on 





their native flutes ; hence one frequently almost stumbles 
upon such a musician by the rivers or along the hillsides. So 
soft is the tone of the feeble instrument that it appears 
effeminate, and might well be the symbol of a gentle sweet- 
ness of entertainment without vigor or force. So here the 
exposition may be somewhat like this; “Did ye come down 
here beside the Jordan to hear a timid little flute-player, a 
reed blown with one’s breath?” Such a suggestion is worth 
looking up for the commentaries. 


After this dismissal of the popular mistakes, our Lord 
gives his own full measurement of John’s life and mission. 
He says that among all those born of women there had not 
arisen one greater than this preacher now shut in the prison 
by Herod; at the lowest point in his earthly fortune fora 
season, he was, after all, the mightiest man the world ever 
knew. Stil], he added, any one who was surely in actual en- 
rollment as a subject of the Kingdom of Heaven was greater 
in that particular than John in all his acknowledged 
supremacy as a ruler of his race and a leader in his genera- 
tion, soon about to die. 

“ John, than which man, a sadder or a greater, 

Not till this day has been of woman born: 

John, like some iron peak, by the Creator 
Fired with the red glow of the rushing morn. 

This, when the sun shall rise and overcome it, 
Stands in his shining desolate and bare : 

Yet not the less the inexorable summit 
Flamed him his signal to the happier air.” 


Put into propositional form, our Lord’s statement would 
read thus: Grace is better than power. It is a little dis- 
couraging to go about illustrating and proving such an utter- 
ance. So accustomed are men to look at life and at history 
only on its earthward side, and to rate greatness by its most 
conspicuous results, rather than by any measurement of un- 
seen and future value, that it isa difficult thing to make 
them patient enough to look on the heaven side. To tell a 
man, whose lappel is all glistening with heavy decorations 
from monarchs and societies, that really he has gained nothing 
yet, unless he has been inwardly converted to Christ, and born 
again into a new life by the cross, appears preposterous. To 
insist, in the presence of a successful millionaire, or a 
triumphant prince, or a victorious soldier, or a medaled 
artist, that the veriest infant in the class of a Sunday-school, 
who has intelligently learned the articulate language of love 
to the Saviour, is better than he is, is a brave thing to do, of 
course. But whether the courage will be rewarded with any 
prosperity in making him believe it, is quite another consid- 
eration. Yet, what are men going to do with a verse of in- 
spired Scripture, if it says this: “ Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven: whosoever therefore shall humble him- 
self as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven” ? M 

Now it is power that most men are seeking, and not 
grace. And it is a pity that they do not all get either, 
even after the seeking. Think of the unfortunate archi- 
tect of Cologne Cathedral. The pile of stone has stood 
through the ages incomplete; just now it has at last 
been finished. But most singular fate of genius—nobody 
on all this earth knows at the dedication who drew the 
early plans for the building, or whose is the fame of its 
beauty. John Keats left for his tombstone in Rome the 
somewhat violent epitaph: “ Here lies one whose name was 
writ in water!” Alas! cannot we hope that it was written in 
the Lamb’s Book of Life? It is exceedingly interesting to 
find the jealous Turner’s beautiful landscapes between the 
two Claudes in the British Gallery; for we are glad to know 
neither of the great canvasses suffers from the comparison. 
But then who can help putting the tranquil inquiry, What 
difference does it make to those painters now which of 
them is considered the better artist? And where is Turner 
to-day, and where is Claude Lorraine also ? 

For grace settles the long mysterious future; and gift is 
not grace. Socrates was a great man; but some say he sold 
his wife at a price. Alexander was a great monarch; but he 
died in a drunken debauch. Lord Byron was a great man; 
but his statue at Trinity College has on its front look the 
divinity of a genius, and on its profile one side is the leer of 
a lecher. It would be useless to deny that these famous 
people had power; but grace is better than power.  —s., 

Power sometimes makes grace seem more like a failure 
than a success. Jesus Christ has fixed the estimate of John 
the Baptist; he was laudatus a laudato—so Dr. Cox used to 
phrase it, with his own quaint translation of the description, 
“ A great man praised by a praised great man.” But King 
Herod made short work with this very forerunner of Jesus, 
beeause the brave preacher told him he was living in a way 
of sin. He would not put the wickedness away, but he put 
the man away who rebuked him forit. Still, John remained 
a greater and more successful personage than Herod, in 
the end. 

The grand argument in this case centres at one point: if a 
human being bears any relation whatsoever to the God who 
created him, then his greatness will be justly registered only 
when those relations are brought into view. If any one 





studiously keeps out of sigiit the fact thet there is a God, and 
insists that no account is to be taken of the circumstance that 
God reigns in heaven, and men are his subjects on the earth, 
then, of course, there may be any kind or any degree of gran- 
deur assumed or asserted in our flatteries or conceits, 

In this assertion of Jesus’about John, there is a single ex- 
pression which must be carefully noticed, for in it there is a 
fine antithesis of thought. The words, “ born of women,” are 
meant to be set over against the familiar words, “ born of 
God.” The reference is designed to be quite open and plain 
to the death-state of our race when unregenerate. Coleridge, 
whose gifted mind was surely able to give testimony, said 
once: “ All the products of mere understanding partake of 
death.” Just as in the Garden of Eden, the tree of knowl- 
edge was not the tree of life, so, in the garden of the human 
soul, intellectuality is not spirituality—nor even like it. 

“Death hath passed upon all men, for all have sinned.” 
The bearing of this can be shown by a simple illustration. 
Let us suppose a company of criminals actually condemned 
in a prison ; and let us imagine that the philanthropy of this 
day of ours has offered to them a Christmas entertainment 
within the walls—nobody knows what absurdity humane 
people will come to yet. The shackles are off, in the centre 
of the hall stands a tree, the crowd has been dancing around 
it. But jealousies have arisen, and aristocracies are in pro- 
cesses of development. For the high-born culprit will not 
associate with the common law-breaker, and the supercilious- 
ness of the elite has offended the sensitive parvenu. They are 
at variance ; the general tone of feeling is unhappy. Mean- 
time, there sits one penitent man whose spirits are low. They 
gather around him to ask what moves his toars. And he 
answers: “O ye fellow-men in exposure and shame! You 
leave out of account that we are all condemned before a just and 
relentless law. You have been trying to forget the scaffold 
and the rope. Youare full of rivalries and suspicions. But 
that small boy blowing his Christmas horn out of this—out 
of this—is better than the best of us all; for he is free, and 
he is alive, while we are dead—all dying, and all dead !” 

Moreover, the heart is wild and hard and polluted, where 
only power rules, and not grace. “ Madness is in their heart 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead.” Sotake 
another illustration, very like the last. Consider this com- 
pany as gathered inside of an insane asylum instead of a jail. 
Think of the straw on the heads of those demented crea- 
tures; imagine the antics of those splendid ladies and gentle- 
men. And one, more himself than the rest on one point at 
least, makes his little speech: “ Ah, friends whom I pity and 
Ilove! I cannot settle these disputes among you. Much 
easier do I find it to admit that you, madam, are a queen, 
and you, sir, are an emperor; I am poor, though I own my 
millions, and yonder friend has found the philosopher's stone. 
But to-day there is waiting for me a family in one home out 
of this—out of this—which I keep thinking about. And 
great as we all are, the little child who kneels daily beside 
my wife’s knee to pray for his poor demented father is 
greater than Jupiter yonder with Venus on his arm; for he 
is free and sane; and he is not mad—mad—as all of us here 
are!” 

These illustrations are strange, but they are not strained, I 
soberly declare. When any man is under God’s wrath this 
moment in judgment of his sin, and is wild and wicked in 
the delirious wanderings of his heart, you cannot make him 
great with a mere ribbon! 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. 


The “ Witness of Jesus to John”’ is the title, and, after 
reading the lesson through, let us take up that portion first. 
“What went ye out for tosee?” Explain the reed of Pal- 
estine, and show how unlike was John, who was unmoved 
either by the winds of popular applause or the fierce anger 
of Herod. Contrast his simple garb (Matt. 3:4) with the 
soft raiment of the king’s courtiers, and his desert home 
and preaching-place with the palace. John, by contrast, 
stands out great in heroism, strength, fidelity, and humility ; 
truly a prophet, and greater than all the prophets who pre- 
ceded him. Himself the subject of prophecy, he was the 
forerunner of Christ ; pointing out the subject of his 
prophecy, he told of the “ kingdom at hand.” He was the 
“friend of the bridegroom.” Like his prototype, John was 
a burning and a shining light ; but, like him, he also appears to 
have suffered disappointment, which led him to question 
concerning the work of Jesus. 

1. John’s doubt.—Picture John imprisoned in the fortress 
of Machzerus for nearly eighteen months. So far as he can 
learn, his own fearless preaching has produced no permanent 
effect. Jesus, now in the second year of his ministry, gives 
no sign of the glory of the Messiah’s kingdom which corres- 
ponds to Matthew 3: 1. Slowness, not suddenness, seems the 
characteristic of his work. Unquestionably a great teacher 
and miracle-worker, but where the evidence of his triumph 
over his enemies? (Matt. 3: 12.) 

2. John’s action. What does John do in the midst of his 
doubt? Notice, he does not send his disciples to the chief 
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priests or scribes or Pharisees, to get their views, but he 
“gent them to Jesus.” 

3. Jesus’ answer.—(1.) Go and tell John “what things 
ye have seen and heard.” Scholars should look out the 
prophecies in Isaiah concerning the Messiah of which these 
were the fulfillment. Call attention also to the spiritual 
meaning, both of these prophecies and of the miracles of 
Christ. ‘“ Blindness is ignorance and error; lameness is 
infirmity and way wardness of the will; leprosy is the desires 
of the flesh ; deafness is the hardening of the heart; death is 
the separation of grace from the soul; poverty the want of 
knowledge of God and the power to receive the gospel.” 
(2.) “ Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me,” 
John was not in sin, but in danger. Christ’s word was an 
encouraging and kivdly caution. 

Truly we have here good news for doubters. We may be 
tempted to doubt, and thus be in danger. The lesson points 
out the way of escape, the only,way of safety. ‘Go and tell 
Jesus” (Jas.1: 5). In an earnest and prayerful spirit read 
anew the story of that life; ponder again the teachings of 
him who “spake as never man spake,” and then look abroad 
in the world and see how, as the fruit of the religion of 
Jesus, institutions. have been planted for giving sight, hear- 
ing, cleansing, and wholeness to the unfortunate, and how 
throughout the world the gospel is being preached to the 
poor. Nothing but Christianity has ever done this for the 
world, You will be ready next for that further word of the. 
Master, “Blessed is he,” etc. “He that is least in the king- 
dom of God is greater than” John. The youngest disciples 
of Jesus knows more of redemption than the greatest of the 
prophets. (See, for illustration, Acts 18: 24-28.) Yet we 
can learn of John what to do in times of doubt and difficulty. 


BY B, F, JACOBS, 


John calling two of his disciples, sent them to Jesus (v.19). 
It was John who sent them,—John the Baptist. Of priestly 
race by both parents (Luke 1:5; 1 Chron. 24: 10); related 
to Jesus (Luke 1: 34-36); prophetically announced (Isa. 
40:3; Mal. 3:1; Matt. 3: 3); his birth, name, and mission 
were declared by Gabriel (Luke 1); he was filled with the 
Spirit, and Jesus said he was “a burning and a shining 
light.” This mighty man was in trouble, and needed help. 
Where was he? In prison. This witness was faithful, not 
only to Jesus, but also to the wicked king. He reproved him 
for his vile life, denounced his unlawful conduct, and was 
imprisoned by Herod in the castle of Macherus, east of the 
Jordan, near the Jabbok. What a place for such a man—a 
prison! He is one of the Bible prisoners, The list begins 
with Joseph—the illustrious, and includes Daniel, Jeremiah, 
John the Baptist, Peter, Paul, and John the Apostle. Truly 
it is not prisons, but crimes, that disgraces, and there will be 
a resurrection of names and reputations as well as bodies. 
Why was he ihere? Because of his fidelity to truth. Joseph 
and John were in fetters because of Potiphar’s wife and 
Herodias, Better be bound with chains of iron than fetters 
of lust; one rusts of, the other in. If men do not go to 
prison now for Jesus’ sake, they may yet have to bear 
reproach and scorn; to endure hardness, if not a dungeon. 
It does not take courage to say “ I am not a Christian,” but it 
may take grace and grit to prove~by my life that I am one. 
A dead fish floats with the current, but it takes muscle and 
fin to go up. 

He called two disciples. It was well that he had some to 
call, There are times when friends are needed, and those of 
the right kind; therefore they should be chosen in advance 
(Prov. 18: 24). And it was well they were near enough to 
hear his call, for a friend at hand is better than two afar off. 
Evidently they did not forsake him because he was in prison 
(Psa. 34:18, 50:15; Heb. 13:5). Just then the disciples 
could help the teacher,—he had need of them. " 

He sent them to Jesus. This was the thing todo. John was 
in doubt, and he was neither the first nor the last doubter,— 
even among preachers and teachers. It was Doubting Castle 
that he was in,—Machzerus was only another name for it,— 
and most doubters change the name, and, like Christian, he 
seems for a moment to have lost the key from his bosom ; but 
he knew where to send, and whom to ask. This is the place 
. to bring doubts, as well as other sins. “ Who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases,” and who solves 
all thy doubts. Who knows how but he himself? Who is 
so willing as Jesus? Away, then, to him. “ Wherefore 
didst thou doubt?” Not why did Peter ask to walk the 
water, but why doubt? Not why or how in trouble, but why 
doubt? Well, the greatest of the prophets was only a man, 
and John had his ideas of how Christ would come, and 
what he would do; and, perhaps, through him. Suddenly 
these ideas changed ; Christ did not change; and then John 
doubted, but, hearing of the great miracle (vs. 11-18), his 
doubts began to fail, and he sent to the Lord, asking the great 
question, “ Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 
another ?” 

In that same hour he healed many of their infirmities (v. 21). 
And that is all the time that Jesus ever wants in his works 
of healing. Is your soul sick with the deadly disease of sin? 
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A touch from the hand of Jesus is sufficient to set your 
spiritual pulses leaping with all the vigor of health. There 
need be no delay. Take your sin and your sorrow to Jesus, 
and you will be healed—in that same hour. 

Jesus answering said, Tell John what things ye have seen and 
heard (vy. 22). This is his answer to all doubters everywhere. 
His divinity, his power, and his love, are proved by what he 
did and said. His works attest his words. The army to 
attack Doubting Castle marches six abreast, and the files are 
more than eighteen centuries deep. Here they come—blind 
men that see, with Bartimeus as file leader; lepers, headed 
by General Naaman; lame men, with the palsied of our 
last lesson and the impotent cripple of John 5; deaf, that 
can hear, with the man of Matthew 9: 32; dead that were 
raised, with Lazarus and the widow’s son; while poor to 
whom the gospel has been preached, are led by the woman 
with two mites. Fall in, forward march! and the word 
comes down to us, and the man who is saved to-day becomes 
@ witness unanswerable. A few months ago a noted American 
infidel lectured in Chicago, and declared the Bible untrue, 
the Saviour a mere man, and honest believers deceived. The 
next Sunday night a man arose in a meeting to speak of the 
infidel, and as he sat down, another arose and said, “I can 
give an answer to that. I came here Monday a poor miser- 
able drunkard and wanderer; for five years I have been 
driven from place to place by sin, and I have lost all that 
men prize on earth. I came with crime in my heart, but in 
my wandering I passed a place where a meeting was being 
held, and I went in; I was touched and convicted of my sin. 
The next night I went again, and heard the words, ‘Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.’ I said, ‘I will, Lord,’ and 
then and there I did; and he has kept his word, ‘The deaf 
hears, the blind sees, the leper is cleansed, the lame walks, 
the dead is raised, and to the poor the gospel is preached.” 
Four months have passed, and the man that sought first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness has found “all things” 
added. It is written, “ He will invade them with his troops” 
(Hab. 3: 16); and on come the troop of his works—creation, 
redemption, restoration, resurrection—the troop of his words 
the law, the prophesies, the gospel—the words of power and 
love, of life and light, “they run very swiftly.” Go, tell 
John in prison, and every other prisoner, what he has done 
and said ; tell them he came to deliver captives from chains 
and doubts, fromsinand death. Tell them he said, “ Blessed 
is he, whosoever shall not be offended (stumbled) in me.” 
He has the tongue of the learned, and can “ speak a word in 
season to him that is weary” (Isa. 50: 4). 

And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to 
speak unto the people concerning John (v.24). And what a 
contrast between John in prison, doubting and fearing, and 
John, as pictured by the Lord. Look, the sight is glorious, 
as Jesus defends and exalts the one whe seemed to be cast 
down. More than prophet—dhe forerunner of Christ; none 
greater among those born of woman. So, in like manner, he 
will defend and exalt all who love and serve him. There 
was “a needs be” for the trial and suffering ; now, there is 
“a needs be”’ for the honor and exaltation by and by. And 
“he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he,”—which may mean that the least in the new dispensa- 
tion surpasses the greatest in the old; or, that when the king- 
dom is established, the least there will surpass the greatest 
here. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 





This lesson will recall much of the quarter’s study upon 
John the Baptist, and also some of Christ’s miracles of heal- 
ing. The review questions can be brought in as they natu- 
rally occur while unfolding the thoughts for to-day. Who 
came preaching in the wilderness to prepare the way of the 
Lord? Why was he called John the Baptist? Who was 
his father? His mother? What were some of the things 
the angel foretold of him? What kind of fruits did he tell 
the people their lives should bring forth? 

John preached about two years, and then he was silenced. 
The bold, brave preacher was sent to the fortress of 
Macherus. 

John in prison.—Show on the map the Dead Sea, and the 
desert country around. On the north-east side of the sea 
Herod had built a palace, where he often spent months with 
his court. Part of the great stone building was a strong 
castle, where he kept many soldiers; and under the castle, 
cut in rocks, was a deep, damp dungeon. 

There John had been kept in chains, expecting a cruel 
death at almost any time. 

King Herod was angry because John had dared to tell him 
of his sins, and he had bound him and kept him in prison, 
and would have killed him, but he was afraid of the people, 
who said John was a prophet. 

It seems that the prison-keepers allowed some of John’s 
friends to see him, for in his lonely cell he heard of the 
works of Christ, and of his miracles, for the stories spread 
through all the country around. 

John’s messengers to Jesus.—John sent for two of his dis- 





ciples, men whom he had taught and baptized, and sent them 
to Jesus. 

In the dark, lonely prison, where it always seemed mid- 
night, John thought of his own work, of what he had 
preached, of what the Scriptures told of Christ, of what he 
had heard of his work. Perhaps he remembered then the 
same verses which Jesus read at Nazareth, and of the work 
which the Promised One should do. What was he to do 
to the broken-hearted? What for the captive? Whom 
to set at liberty ? 

Days and weeks passed; if ever John hoped that some 
miracle would break his chains, or open his prison doors, 
the poor captive waited in vain. If his disciples were impa- 
tient, and asked why Jesus did not send or come to deliver 
him, John wanted them to see and know the Christ. So he 
called two men, of whom we only know that they were John’s 
friends and disciples, and sent them to Jesus. 

What they asked—John sent no complaint of his suffer- 
ings, no request for pity or help; only this: “ Art thou he 
that should come, or look we for another?;’ Jesus’ works 
often showed more than his words. The messengers stood 
and looked on awhile before Jesus answered them. 

What they saw.—Jesus was not alone; they saw a crowd 
around him—some were sick, helped there by their friends ; 
some troubled and weeping; some were blind or crippled, 
lame and lunatics, all waiting for the touch and the word that 
could heal. What was the matter with the man of whom we 
learned lust week, who fell on his face and prayed? What 
did he say? What was the answer? 

The man brought by four friends; could he ever have come 
to Jesus himself? Why not? What did he do when he was 
cured? It was a busy hour that John’s two disciples stood wait- 
ing the answer, and watched the pressing crowd quickly chan- 
ging pain and disease for life and health. What was our 
golden text of last week? That was what the messengers 
saw and felt as they looked. 

Jesus’ message to John.—“ Go your way and tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard.” It was not a silent crowd; 
the people talked of each new cure, and told of many more 
in other places. They heard from those who had been cured, 
of others like themselves; men looked in their faces, and 
said: “I was blind, but now I see;” some could tell of chil- 
dren cured, of dying ones brought to life, even the dead 
raised. Read with the class verse 22, and let the children 
count the things named which the two messengers “in that 
same hour” had “ seen and heard.” Did that answer John’s 
question? Were those the things the prophets said Christ 
should do? Could any but God have done them ? 

What Jesus said of John.—The messengers. obeyed Jesus ; 
they went to carry the answer to John. Jesus knew the 
thoughts of the people around, who they were, and that some 
of them had been in the crowds which went from the towns 
and cities to hear John preach. Jesus did not praise John 
while the messengers stayed, but when they had gone Jesus 
asked the people what they went out to the wilderness to 
see. Was it a reed shaken by the wind? Was it a man in 
rich dress, like those in king’s houses? What did John 
wear? Jesus asked if they thought John was a prophet, and 
answered the question himself that he was more than a 
prophet,—he whom the prophets had foretold as the one to 
“ prepare the way of the Lord.” Then he said something 
which every little child ought to understand and thank him 
for. He said that there never was a prophet greater than 
John; but he said, too, the “least in;the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” John was more than a prophet, for he saw 
the living Christ ; but he could not know of a crucified and 
risen Saviour, interceding before the Father with hands ever 
showing marks of the wounds borne for us. John in his cell 
heard of Christ’s works, received the message from his living 
lips, and was comforted, but you by his Holy Spirit can have 
Christ dwelling within you. 

It was about John that Jesus said our goldentext. He 
also said for all who would follow him, “ Let your light 
shine.” The hearts which glow with Christ’s love are those 
whose lives will shine with his light. 

What are some of the ways in which a child may be a 
burning and a shining light ? 

QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE, 

Introduction.— W hat losssustained by the Galileans resulted 
in their greater gain? (Matt.4: 12.) By whom was John 
the Baptist imprisoned? Where? For what cause? In what 
year? What is the probable date and place of our lesson? 
How did John hear in the prison about Christ’s miracles ? 
(v. 18.) What probably was the only miracle which Christ 
had performed previous to his imprisonment? (John 2: 9.) 
A knowledge of which two especially, seems to have awakened 
questionings concerning Christ’s mission? (Luke 7: 1-18.) 

Verse 19.—How did he propose to satisfy himself on the 
subject? By what titles had he previously announced him? 
(John 1: 29, 34; 3: 28,29.) Does his question indicate that 
doubts had arisen in his own mind, or that he wished to estab- 
lish the faith of his disciples, or that he wished to know 
whether this Christ was the ultimate Comer who should raise 
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all the dead, and reign in glory? Where may we expect to 
find answer to every essential question concerning Christ? 
What reason have we to be looking for another coming? 
(Matt. 10: 6; Acts1: 11.) 

Verses 20-22.—What evidence of his divine power and 
remedial mission did Jesus send John? Was this new 
evidence to him? What thought does it suggest to the 
Christian teacher? Does Jesus regard the testimony of the 
lips or of the life the more highly? (John 10: 37, 38.) To 
what prophecy did he direct John’s mind in his answer? (Isa. 
35: 1-10.) To what extent is this prophecy yet unfulfilled ? 
What does the petition, “Thy kingdom come,” mean? Whom 
did Jesus, on this occasion, pronounce blessed ? (v. 23.) What 
is the meaning of “offended ”? 

Verse 24.—How did Jesus testify to John’s stability of 
character, fixedness of purpose and fearlessness in rebuking 
sin? What did his fidelity finally cost him? Give a brief 
account of his death. What exhortation does Paul give us by 
use of similar imagery? (Eph. 4: 14.) Amidst variety of 
interpretations of Scripture, how are we to be preserved from 
instability in doctrine? (Acts 17: 11.) What continual 
change in belief and practice is in perfect harmony with 
Christian stability? (Phil. 3: 12-14.) 

Verse 25.—How did Jesus testify to John’s self-denial and 
endurance in service? Cana Christian discharge his duties 
while living a life of ease and luxury? (Matt. 16: 24, 25.) 
Is it a reasonable or unreasonable sacrifice that is expected ? 
(Rom. 12: 1.) How did Jesus testify to John’s spiritual 
insight and foreknowledge? (v. 26.) What commission was 
his great exaltation? (v. 27.) How may eur lives be most 
ennobled? How did John compare with the prophets before 
him, and how with the disciples who followed? (v. 28.) In 
what respects is the least in the kingdom of God greater than 
John? Does the “kingdom of God” in this verse stand for 
the present dispensation, the Christian church, or the future 
kingdom of glory? 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


The Forerunner’s Question: | 
| ART THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME? 


The Messiah’s Answer : 

SIGHT. 

HEARING. 

CLEANSING. 

IFE. 
SALVATION. 
. 

Believe me for the very works’ sake. 
Leeann 








BLESSED IS HE, WHOSOEVER | 
SHALL NOT BE OFFENDED IN ME. | 


THERE IS NOT A GREATER PROPHET. | 


He that is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he. | 


ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


Between America and Europe stretch the trans-Atlantic 
cables. Suppose a dispute should arise as to whether a par- 
ticular cable was broken away out at sea, or was complete and 
perfect throughout its entire course, how could the matter be 
settled? Easily: send a message by it. If it is in good 
order, the message will be transmitted; if it is broken, the 
message will be lost. That was how Jesus answered John’s 
inquiry. He showed John’s messengers that he was per- 
forming the works of the Messiah, and so proved that he was 
indeed the Christ. But can the modern doubter apply any 
such test? The writer once lived in a European city which 
was supplied with water from a mountain lake nearly thirty 
miles away. The water was brought in conduits, over hills 
and valleys, down into the city. How could the people there 
be sure that these conduits remained unbroken all the way to 
the lake? By simply turning the spigot and letting the 
waterrun. Jesus gives the same experimental test to modern 
doubters: “If any man do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God.” Any one can apply that 
test. 

You are planting a garden; yeu want shrubs and flowers 
that will live through our inclement winters. Where will 
you find them? Not among the delicate nurslings of the 
hot-house, but in the forest, on the heath, by the wayside. 
So Jesus told the people that this simple, unpolished man, 
John, was greater than those who dwelt in palaces. The 
same contrast may eften be seen to-day. Many a kingly soul 
has lived in a cottage, and never been heard of a mile from 
home. 

The modern school-boy may know more of astronomy than 
did Copernicus ; the mathematical student can in a few years 
learn more of mathematics than Sir Isaac Newton knew; 
two months’ reading in physiology will teach you more 
regarding the circulation of the blood tham Harvey guessed 











at; the boy who begins to study electrical phenomena can 
gain more knowledge in that department in a year than Gil- 
bert and Boyle and Von Guericke could gain in their whole 
lives. So it is in every department of knowledge. In the 
same way the humbjest Christian to-day may enjoy a knowl- 
edge and a spiritual power greater than that of John. We 
are the heirs of all the ages. 

Remember that there is a twilight between the darkness 
and the day, as well as between the day and the nightfall. 
So there are two kinds of doubt. If any one of your scholars 
is in doubt—that doubt which is the twilight of the dawa— 
you have here an example of how you should treat that 
scholar in the Saviour’s treatment of the questioning John. 

The Abiding Evidence-—See The Biblical Treasury, vol. 2, 
p- 96, @ 399,—A Mohammedan Conversion; vol. 5, p. 60, 
@ 997,—Sea and Air; vol. 8, p. 165, 3 1773,—The Arab’s 
Answer; Krummacher’s Parables,—The Temple of Mem- 
phis; Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, p. 418, 3 2425,—The 
World’s Need; 3 2426,—The Fitting Fragments ; 2 2427,— 
The Supply of Human Wants; Foster’s Prose I}lustrations, 
First Series, p. 114, 3 757,—Christianity Our Experience ; 
¢ 768,—A Practical Test; Second Series, p. 134, ¢ 7229,— 
Three Evidences. 

The Greatness of the Humble.—See The Biblical Treasury, 
vol. 6, p. 116, 3 1281,—The Honor of Humility; vol. 7, 
p. 47, @ 1420,— Humility the Path to Honor; Krummacher’s 
Parables,—Samuel and Adoniah; also in Bertram’s Homi- 
letic Cyclopedia, p. 501, 3 2948; ¢ 2949,—The Skylark ; 
Spencer's Things New and Old, p. 561, @ 1950,—The Exalta- 
tion of Humility; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, 
p. 361, 2 3096,—The Greatness of Humility ; Second Series, 
p. 472,  9670,—The Evening Star. 

Greater than John.—See Bowes’s Illustrative Gatherings, 
Second Series, p. 286,—Poor Christians; Bertram’s Homi- 
letic Cyclopedia, p. 523, 2 3125,—The Higher Knowledge; 
p. 502,  2961,—The Deeply Rooted Tree; Foster’s Prose 
Illustrations, Second Series, p. 132, ¢7213,—The Glory o 
the Christian. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 
The message of John to Jesus presents a semi-orientalism ; 


but yet savors of a form of speech common enough among all’ 


peoples. That is, disappointment in what is expected of a 
man figures itself in language as a doubt of the man’s identity. 
In this light John’s question implies no doubt that Jesus was 
the Messiah, but expresses surprise or disappointment at 
Jesus’ course. Thus a man in Palestine once told the writer, 
“T found my friend, but it was not he.” The meaning was, 
he had found the man who had been his friend, but he was 
his friend no longer. But in our land a lady will say to her 
perverse child, “ Where has my good girl gone? I have not 
got a good little daughter any more.” 

If this be the correct view of John’s question (and the 
writer scarcely doubts it), then John’s mind was not yet open 
to see the full meaning of the earthly kingdom of God ; and 
Jesus’ answer is a more thorough exposition of the Scriptures, 
and an effort to set his mind on the right track. If our Lord 
had as yet foretold his death and resurrection, there is no 
record that he had. The first time that such a thing is men- 
tioned occurred a year later than the date of this lesson. 
The kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of God, was not in 
this respect understood by the apostles until after the resur- 
rection. The walk to Emmaus gave the first clear light; 
or, at least, was the first time the disciples apprehended it. 
And in this place, Jesus’ answer to John, coupled with verse 
28 in the lesson text, seems to show that his mental difficulty 
was the one common to all Jesus’ disciples. 

From Josephus we know that John was confined in the 
castle of Macherus. This was a strong border fortress east 
of the Dead Sea, built on a lofty crag overhanging the pres- 
ent southern Zerka Main, and then was a palace as well as a 
prison. It is now the ruin of Mkaur ; a form of the ancient 
name. Later it came into the hands of the famous Sicarii. 
The gospel accounts imply that John’s imprisonment was not 
exceedingly strict. The incident of this lesson shows that 
his friends could visit him. If Jesus was now in Galilee, it 
was about two and a half days’ hard journey to reach him. 
After John was beheaded, his body may have been thrown 
down into the ravine, where his disciples may have found 
it. Otherwise they would have to apply to*the Roman 
authorities for it. 

This lesson is full of matter suggesting and calling for 
oriental illustrations; but most of them have been more than 
once touched upon in this column. It may seem surprising 
that there were so many blind, deaf, dumb, lame, and demo- 
niacally possessed as were healed by Christ during his public 
ministry. But travel in that country is slow and difficult. 
The cripples could not, as now, be brought from distant parts 
by steamer to convenient parts along the coast; though the 
Roman roads afforded better facilities for land travel. But 
now-a-days the lame and the blind abound to an extent 
scarcely credible here. Such cripples, too, are unknown here. 
Some are mutilated for the express purpose of more success- 
ful beggary or avoiding military service, and they are 





with several withered limbs and bent into most hideous 
deformity, is not an extremely rare sight. And on all these 
deformities the afflicted trade, as do the lepers on their horri- 
ble appearance. The general heartlessness of these people 
and their partners in begging—the whole who carry them 
about—is as sickening as their disgusting exhibitions, 

Diseases of the eyes, culminating in blindness, are one of 
the peculiar scourges of the country. Nor can one wonder 
at it much who sees the flies gathered on the children’s eyes, 
and on those of every out-door daytime sleeper, in a thick 
black fringe, and never driven away. Neglect of common 
inflammations of the eyelids produce frequently a granulation 
of the conjunctiva, which spreads over the eyeball and 
destroys the sight. 

With regard to evil (or wicked) spirits, besides Jesus’ own 
statements respecting his casting out devils, it is to be remem- 
bered that those who speak modern Syriac speak of many 
common diseases as possessions of the devil. Such has been 
the common phrase in the region of the American mission 
about Urumieh (or Ooroomiah) to this day. Dr. Justus 
Perkins remarks it in his “ Eight Years’ Residence in Persia.” 
There, however, the form of expression does not necessarily 
convey a belief in demoniacal possession. But in Palestine and 
Syria it is believed that people are possessed with Jins or 
demons, in many diseases, And much pow-wowing is resorted 
te to cast out the Jin; and that with much reputed success, 


That “the lame walk” is even a stron zer expression in the 
Greek and in Oriental c nception tnan with us. ‘“ The muti- 
lated,” or “the cripples,” is better than “the lame” in modern 
English. One who has seen the withered or crippled beg- 
gars—some of whom cannot even stand erect, or in any wise 
take any shape but that of the letter N or Z, and some of 
whom without hands or feet shuffle through the market-place 
like sea-lions or seals on land—can easily understand it, 

The preaching of the gospel, or proclaiming glad tidings, 
to the poor is also a thing scarcely to be understood by those 
who have not seen people in a state of slavery or oppression 
like those of the Eastern poor. Everything good or desir- 
able, even justice in the courts, lies open only to the rich. 
But such disregard of the rights of the poor is scarcely 
imagined here. All that makes almsgiving show brighter as 
a characteristic of religion in the East; but it would not 
enhance Christ’s splendor as the new king without some deep 
reflection. His glad tidings to the poor were not the dis- 
tributing of largesses—to be provided, perhaps, from the 
spoiling of the oppressors. The danger of being “ offended,” 
or stumbled, in him, was not small; and John, it seems, had 
incurred some risk of: it. A better understanding of the 
Scripture would show that Jesus presented no impediment 


on which any would trip, except from their own false ° 


interpretation, or their own wrong and unwarranted imagina- 
tion. 

Nor need the disciples of that day, nor John, be too 
severely judged by those of the present generation. How 
many literal and earthly fulfillments of detached prophecies 
are to-day thus narrowly interpreted, and events looked for, for 
which the Scripture gives not a hundredth part the justifica- 
tion that it gave the disciples for expecting the Messiah to 
assume the temporal rule of the world as an earthly prince, 
at his advent ? 

“A reed shaken by the wind” is to be seen in Palestine 
without going out into the wilderness. They are not the 
same species as our Southern cane, but yet a woody arun- 
dinaceous plant, a real reed, growing generally somewhat 
higher than a man’s head. There are two commoner kinds, 
and from one of these the better reed pens are made; though 
pens made from the other are in common use. They do not 
grow wherever water is, but establish themselves in perma- 
nent patches, usually in moist places, and are able to stand a 
somewhat dry winter. These two kinds of reed are the only 
ones which are common in either the wilderness or near habi- 
tations. The papyrus is essentially a water-plant, and is 
found about Lake Hileh in immense tracts, but elsewhere 
only very sparingly. It could scarcely have been the papyrus to 
which Jesus referred. But the small reeds are everywhere 
to be seen. It is used for very many purposes, from building 
booths for the silk-worm raising to the making of baskets. 

“They which are gorgeously appareled and live deli- 
cately” meant more in Christ’s time than it can in Palestine 
of the present day. The splendor of Hercd’s reign, and the 
luxurious living of all the Herodian family, far surpassed 
auything that modern times can show. Saying nothing of 
the glorious structures at Jerusalem, where Herod probably 
surpassed all former builders in real magnificence, the ruins 
at the Frank mountain, a little beyond Bethlehem, show one 
example of many of his palaces of splendor. Fora descrip- 
tion the reader may look at Baurath Conrad Schick’s recent 
report to the German Palestine Exploration Society. Ma- 
cheerus itself was now a fortress more than half turned into a 
palace. Archelaus built a splendid palace at Jericho, which, 
by the way, gives point in more than one particular to the 
parable of the pounds in Luke 19. The Herodian family had 
several palaces at command for choice of living or change of 
scene; and “ kings’ courts,” in verse 25, means rather palaces, 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
All rablications received will be prometty noticed under this head. 
The |. terests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. } 
BOOKS. 
Young Folks’ Bible History. By Charlotte M. Yonge. author of The 
lieir of Redelyffe, etc, 12mo, Ulustrated, pp. 414, Boston: D. Lothrop 


& Uo. Price, $1.5v. 


Rose Clifton. By Mrs. E.J Richmond. 16mo, illnstrated, pp iv, 426. 
New York: The National Temperauce Society and Publication 
H use. Price, $1.50. 

The Secret of Victory; or, The Story of Ernest Adler. By Margaret 
& Winslow. I6mo, tlluetrated, pp. 170 New York: The National 
femperance Society and Publication House. Price, 75 cents, 


PAMPHLETS. 
Selec'ions from Harris's "Mammon." By the Rev. EK. Davies 16mo, 


pp. 62. Keading, Mass.: Toe Hoiiness Book Voncern, Price, 15 cents 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By Richard A. Proctor. (The 
Humboldt Libary of Popular science Literature.) 4to, pp. 28. New 
York: J. Fizgerald & Co, Price, 15 cents. 
The Highway to Heaven; or, Five characteristics of the royal road, 
with a view of those who cannot and those who can pass over it 
By the Rev. EK. P. Hart. (hicago, Iil.: Baker and Arnold. 


The commentaries of Professor F. Godet of Neuchatel 
on John and Luke have, in the original French, long 
since won their way to a rank among the foremost; and 
their appearance in an English dress is an event greatly 
to be desired, His Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke, 
though second in order of composition, is the first to 
appear in a translation. This work is done, from the 
second French edition, by E, W. Shalders and M. D. 
Ousin, and published in Scotland as one of the series of 
the Messrs. T. and T. Clark of Edinburgh. With the 
full assent of these publishers and their American repre- 
sentatives, this translation is now reprinted in New York, 
in a very cheap form, which studious clergymen and the 
better class of Bible scholars will be very glad to get. 
The characteristics of this commentary are chiefly criti- 
cal, but much more tempered with expressions of sweet 
spirituality than is common, or commonly thought possi- 
ble to be done in works of the sort—except in tone. As 
to its critical rank, it is not to be preferred to Meyer, 
either in cool judgment or absolute scholarship, Meyer’s 
is terser and richer. Meyer is far less apt to strain an 
adventitious part of the text into undue importance; 
which Godet does here and there, but not so much in cool 
interpretation as in putting forth a favorite homiletical 
or doctrinal conceit. A fair sample of the difference 
between Meyer and Godet may be séen in their respective 
modes of treatment of the genealogy in Luke 3, which is 
here purposely taken as an example, because it is one of 
Where they 
speak to the same purport, Meyer is far more terse and 
able, gives the decisive points, with much more abundant 
citation of authorities and pertinent classic examples, and 
all in scarcely half the space. Godet here slips in speak- 
ing of Wieseler as having proposed a theory of grammati- 
cal exegesis, which was plainly and positively done by 
Lightfoot more than two hundred years ago. This por- 
tion of the commentary, also, may be noticed as illustrat- 
ing another point, namely, that Godet’s commentary 
cannot be used to its greatest profit, nor its best points 
seen, by those who do not study well their Greek Testa- 
ment. He takes what is perhaps the prevailing Protest- 
ant view of the genealogies, namely, that Matthew gives 
that of Joseph, and Luke that of Mary. Now the strong- 
est argument for this lies in the structure of Luke’s 
Greek, which seems to show, as Lightfoot put it, that 
Jesus, not Joseph, is called the son of Heli. But the 
reasons for this cannot be made apparent to one who does 
not know Greek, nor does Godet really attempt it, though 
of course he states one portion of the argument which 
rests thereon, Another portion of the argument, which 
comes from the classic use of one of the Greek phrases, 


_he passes by; and his words seem to show that he had 


not thought of it, though that can scarcely be. However 
the unlearned reader may read this passage in Godet with 
profit; for the translation of Luke 3: 23 in our English 
Bible is manifestly incorrect, owing to the peculiar grade 
of Greék scholarship which prevailed throughout the 
learned world at the time of its making, and a little 
earlier. It must not be understood, however, that Godet’s 
commentary is one of less than the first rank. It is one 
for which Christian scholars should everywhere be grate- 
fal. It is full and refreshing. How far this translation 
catches the peculiar flavor of the original, it is not worth 
while to inquire here. French is in general not difficult 
to render into English quite as rich; but Godet is one of 
those writers whose special charm it is not easy to trans- 
fer to another tongue. In a few passages, it should be 
said, the author maintains views which are not generally 
accepted in this country, though not uncommon among 
European Christians. One of these is, that the death of 
Jesus took place on the afternoon before the paschal sup- 
per. But these differences of view are to be met with in 
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the critical commentaries everywhere, as well as in the 
popular. This American edition of the translation is 
prefaced by an introduction by the Rev. John Ha!!, D.D., 
who has also supplied it very sparingly with notes of his 
own. The object of this introduction seems to be to 
introduce the great foreign commentator to the American 
public, especially the Sunday-school teachers; and his 
notes are directed merely to supplying their need In 
both he has spoken sensibly and fairly—and bri«fly as 
well. His introduction fills just four pages, and his 
notes are short and far between—rari nantes in gurgite 
vasto, It is only justice to the kind Doctor to say that he 
doubtless knows better than anybody else that his notes 
and introduction are not needed by the scholar, though of 
no small service to the average Sunday-school teacher. 
This edition, though very cheap, is brought out in good 
and convenient shape; but it possesses two very serious 
defects. It contains no index—which indeed, a less com- 
plete commentary might readily spare, though hardly a 
work like this; and—here a more serious lack—no run- 
ning titles, nor marginal notes of chapter or verse. One 
has to turn over several pages and look back and forth to 
find the passage of which he may be in search. As it is, 
it can be conveniently used only when one is reading it 
through in course. (12mo, pp. x, 574, cloth, New 
York: I, K. Funk & Co. Price, $1.50. 


Whatever may be thought of the theories of Alfred 
Russel Wallace, his claim to be a master in his branch 
of science will not be disputed. Nor is he above cor. 
recting his mistakes as he grows older, or abandoning 
provisional theories for better ones as he comes upon an 
adverse experimentum crucis, He manages, too, to make 
his provisional theories fruitful in discoveries of addi- 
tional fact; and that is their best cflice. His Jsland Life, 
or the phenomena and causes of insular faunas and 
floras, including a revision and attempted solution of the 
problem of geological climates, is a learned and temperate 
book, though it is evident that he has not mastered the 
entire cosmos of physical science. He is a firm believer 


-in the theory of evolution, but sufficiently well informed 


not to be run away with that as a hobby, or to consider 
it adequate to account for all the phenomena of the 
physical globe and its inhabitants. It is noteworthy that 
he brings together a good many facts, and a good many 
inferences from a state of facts which he considers as 
probably existing, to show that the continents and the 
oceans have always been in the main of the same extent 
that they are now; that the oceanic islands never were a 
part of the continents; that the geologists are mistaken 
in their estimates of the time that has elapsed in the 
formation of the earth’s crust, and have assumed—by 
plausible inference or otherwise—a wrong state of things 
regarding the earth’s strata, besides giving a false inter- 
pretation of them. This book is pervaded with the idea 
that it is a stepping-stone to something better, when 
science has done a more thorough work. The work is 
abundantly illustrated with maps and plans. Nearly 
half of the book is taken up with the discussion of sub- 
jects preliminary to its main title. It cannot be under- 
stood or appreciated by reading in spots ; it must be read 
asawhole. The reader will then at least be able to join 
the author in his concluding words, which express his 
confidence “that the ‘mighty maze’ of Being we see 
everywhere around us is ‘not without a plan.’” (8vo, 
pp. xvi, 522, cloth, New York: Harper and Brothers. 
Price, $4 00.) 


The number of competent publications on Egypt is 
now 80 great that a good student need not go very far 
astray in obtaining correct ideas. Nor is there much 
excuse for incorrectness in a popular writer on the same 
subject who will give adequate pains to the task. Except 
the vexed questions of chronology, the truth is generally 
clear, and what is doubtful can be ascertained to be such 
with proper diligence. Still, the task is not easy; and 
mere compilers to order had better let the subject alone; 
though they do not seem to think so. One of the works 
that barely rises above indifference is Egypt, by Clara 
Erskine Clement. It is one of Lothrop’s Library of 
Entertaining History, a series edited by Arthur Gilman. 
It contains plenty of good matter, but an abundance of 
errors, and it is not a very well balanced work. Whoever 
believed that the Rosetta stone, scarcely larger than a 
moderate bandanna handkerchief can cover, was “ seven 
and a half feetin length”! Nor will the editor be readily 
able to substantiate his statement about the now Ameri- 
can obelisk having once stood upon “the sands of the 
desert.” Many of the illustrations are good, some indif- 
ferent; but they are scattered through the book gener- 
ally at hap-hazard, regardless of pertinence. The cast 
of the book is historical, and bids for reception as if fresh, 
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since it carries down its history. such as it is, to the 
present date. Bui its value is not great. (12mo, pp. 
476, cloth. Boston: D. Lothrop & Oo. Price, $1 50.) 
In contemporary literature, both English and foreign, 
there is no great lack of books which deal in a super- 
ficial way with the question of woman’s place and woman’s 
duty. In the reprint of 8. Baring Gould’s translation of 
Wilhelmine Von Hillern’s Ernestine, another book of this 
class is presented to American readers, The heroine of 
the story, from whom it takes its name, not content with 
being “‘ only a girl,” and at the promptings of her uncle, 
who has selfish ends of his own in view, by dint of steady 
effort and the repression of her natural emotions, wins a 
prominent place in the scientific world. How she is 
brought back to a truer conception of womanhood is told 
in the later chapters. ‘The story, like the author’s The 
Hour Will Come, is of painful interest almost through- 
out, The plot is somewhat artificial, and the reader’s 
attention is often distracted from .the main issue by the 
uncouthnesses and occasional coarsenesses of phrase and 
suggestion which fall from the lips of impossible German 
women and unheard-of German professors. Though its 
philosopby of woman’s life is none of the profoundest, 
tho book is worth reading by those who wish to see how 
essentially superior the position of woman in Eoglish- 
speaking countries is as compared with her position in 
Germany. (In two volumes. 16mo, pp. vol. 1, 349; 
vol, 2, 8363. New York: William 8, Gottsberger.) 
Whoever may have been touched by modern liberalism, 
that the Rev. Dr. James H. Brookes has not is fully 
evidenced in his little book, From Death Unto Life. 
Staunchly orthodox, clear and emphatic in style, he has 
here set forth the steps from death to life in the plainest 
manner. The book not only points out the way which 
God has ordained for the sinner to walk in, in passing 
from condemnation fo justification, but it gathers out 
the stambling-blocks with which man has obstructed that 
way. Such difficulties as “I do not feel enough,” “I 
have not repented enough,” “I fear I cannot hold out,”’ 
etc., are well answered. This book is well adapted to do 
good among the class to which it is addressed. (Small 
16mo, pp. 152. St. Louis: The Gospel Book and Tract 
Depository. Price, clogh, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents.) 


In the story of the Christian church, written and un- 
written, there are no brighter pages than those which tell 
of the fidelity, the devotion, the patience, and the noble 
works of godly women. There is no danger that too 
many books will be written on so inspiring a theme, and 
a place is therefore waiting for the most recent volume of 
this kind, Consecrated Women, by “Olaudia.” The author 
tells the story of fifteen women—among whom are Catha- 
rine of Siena, Susanna Wesley, ‘‘ Charlotte Elizabeth ” 
Tonna, and Fidelia Fiske—in grave and simple English; 
and the book, though not of the highest literary merit, 
will serve a most useful purpose in parish, Sunday-school, 
and private libraries. It is handsomely printed and 
bound, (12mo, cloth, pp. viii, 344. London: Hodder 
and Stoughton. ) Es aly 

The plain story of the zealous and helpful life of one 
Christian worker in the far West,—euch is the volume 
of Memoirs of Joseph W. Pickett, Missionary Superinten- 
dent in Southern Iowa and in the Rocky Mountains, for 
the American Home Missionary Society; written by 
William Salter. The editorial work in the memoir is not 
well done, both as regards literary style and a proper 
perspective. (12mo, cloth, pp. 150. Burlington, lowa: 
James Love; Colorado Springs: Mrs. 8. B. Pickett; 
Boston: Congregational Publishing Society. ) 


It is a natural and profitable thing for a church that 
has survived the shocks of a century to commemorate 
that fact by a suitable celebration. The record of a more 
than ordinarily interesting celebration of this kind is pre- 
sented in The First Century of the First Baptist Church of 
Richmond, Virginia. Its felicitous programmes, its grate- 
ful memorials and inspiring reminiscences, render this 
book deserving of a wider circle of readers than that 
afforded to most books of a similar class, (12mo, illus- 
trated, pp. 360. Richmond, Va.: Oarlton McCarthy. 
Price, $1.50 ) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 
It is announced that the publication of the New Re- 


vision of the New Testament is further postponed till 
May. 


Proctor’s Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects form 
the nineteenth number of the Humboldt Library of 
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Popular Science Literature,—a series which, from the 
generally high standard of the books admitted to it, is 
doing a commendable work in the way of broadening 
popular scientific culture, 


The immortality of fiction is illustrated in the recent 
publication of a German translation made by R. Jach- 
mann Of Apuleius’s episode of Cupid and Payche, The 
date of the original is probably about 170 A.D. The 
translation is published in quarto form, is illustrated by 
M. Klinger, and sells for about twenty-four dollars. 

L, Prang & Co., whose tasteful and artistic Christmas 
cards were last year favorably noticed in these columns, 
have prepared a new series of cards for the valentine 
season. Marked as they are by light delicacy of drawing 
and coloring, and purity of sentiment, these cards do no 
discredit to the well-won reputation of the publishers. 


A new work on the Holy Land, by Canon Tristram, 
entitled The Pathways of Palestine, is now in course of 
publication by Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, and 
Rivington, London, It is illustrated with forty-four large 
permanent photographs, and will be completed in twenty- 
two monthly parts, each selling at two shillings and six- 
pence. The first two parts are already issued. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1881. 


Third International Convention of the United States and 
British American Provinces, at Toronto, Ontario, June 22-24 


California, state, at Sacramento... ------.--.-...... May 10-12 
Dakota Territory, territorial, at Parker..........--- June 7-9 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Atoka........_--. August 5, 6 
Indiana, state, at Evansville-_.-..-...---.---- May 31-June 2 
Mississippi, state, at Jackson..........---.---....-- June 2, 3 
New York, state, at Cortland... 2.2.20. acsssuns June 7-9 
North Carolina, state, at Salem------..--...... September 1, 2 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 

That the great importance of the work among the 
children is beginning to make itself patent to both mis- 
sionaries and native Christian workers abroad, was fully 
shown at the February meeting of the Foreign Sunday- 
school Association. The lesson leaves and Sunday-school 
literature generally, issued primarily for the children, is 
recognized as a most potent agency for disseminating the 
truth among families. 

In a letter recently received from Hoel, Spain, one cor- 
respondent says: “The work among the children is our 
most promising feature;” and Mr. Gulick, of Saragossa, 
says, “The Sunday-school is the most promising depart- 
ment of my work.” In describing the two Sunday-schools 
under his care in Naples, a Vaudois pastor speaks of the 
great influence exerted in Roman Catholic families, whose 
children are sent to the Sunday-school because they are 
at work all through the week. These schools number 
respectively 110 and forty pupils. From Prague, in 
Bohemia, the Rev. A. W. Clark writes: *‘My faith in 
the importance of publishing lesson leaves in Bohemian, 
for the use of families in Bohemia, is so great that I have 
renewed my pledge to support it in 1881.” The publica- 
tion of this lesson leaf was determined upon at the recent 
Evangelical Council at Velim, Hungary, a convention, 
lasting over four hours, and addressed by fifteen pastors, 
among them Signor Szalatuay, Pastor Schubert, and Mr. 
Bastecky. The latter, in conjunction with Mr. Dusek 
of Kohin, and Mr. Clark, are to prepare the lesson pa- 
pers, and the latter “lays much stress upon the fact that 
they are not simply for organized schools, but also for 
families and individuals.” 

Another point that comes to light in these February 
letters is that religious persecution is by no means dead 
in this nineteenth century. Pastor Dusek of Kohin, 
Hungary, after a long and exhaustive account of the 
religious history of that country and the persecutions 
which raged from 1621-1781, says: “A new scandal is 
just floating abroad in Germany. The centenary jubilee 
of our Protestant resuscitation has come round, and the 
Gustavus Adolphus Society agreed to present a fund for 
that occasion to the churches (Lutheran and Reformed), 
Since the Reformed Church refuses to share with the 
Lutherans, the fund is withheld till the two amalgamate. 
Bitterness and recrimination have followed. The Ameri- 
can and Scotch missionaries were forbidden to hold 
meetings. We were forbidden to visit thei or to cor- 
respond with our Reformed friends in England and in 
the Free Church of Scotland, and I was forbidden to 
attend the Philadelphia Conference, and, indeed, barely 
escaped two months’ imprisonment because I had de- 


clared that Obrist, and not the president appointed by 
the state, is the head of the church.” Twenty years ago, 
this persecuted church built about thirty schools, which 
were very flourishing; but ten years ago they were all 
taken away by a new law which places public education 


_in the hands of the Roman Catholics. 


In Spain a system of petty persecution is practiced, 
the more remarkable that it is in direct opposition to 
law. Mrs. Leon’s Sunday-school was lately temporarily 


’ closed in this way. An evangelist at Castillo, in Reuss, 


has been subjected to a long period of judicial persecu- 
tion which ended in his being sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment for holding meetings contrary to law, 
although it was proved at the investigation that only 
twenty persons—the legal number—were inside the build- 
ing, but as there were forty or fifty people outside, to 
whom he spoke and distributed tracts ss he passed, the 
court decided against him. During the recent festival 
of the Virgin at Saragossa, a booth was erected on one 
of the thoroughfares for the sale of Bibles and Protestant 
books. The movement was denounced in the public 
prints, the cardinal and others attempting to have it 
closed. But the chief of police coming to an understand- 
ing of the matter, refused to close it. On the last day of 
the festival a boy about seventeen years old took up one 
of the books, and began to read it with great avidity. 
Being asked inside he told how he had been studying for 
the priesthood, but, finding a Bible, had been first ex- 
pelled from the college and then repudiated by his parents 
for reading it. He had walked all night, slept on the 
ground, and was nearly starved. One of our Bible 
readers took him home, and he would have remained 
with her, and attended a Protestant school, but the law 
demanded a document from his parents, which they re- 
fused to give except on condition of his going to his own 
relations, and having nothing more to do with the 
Protestants. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
—Berrien County (Mich.), which has been gaining 
steadily in organization during the past year, holds its 
second annual convention at Niles, February 23, 24. | 


% 2G s. 

—The Oollege Young Men’é Christian Association of 
Rochester, New York, held eighteen meetings during 
January, with an aggregate attendance of 226. The 
general association held seventy-three meetings, with a 
total attendance, including that in the reading-room, 
of 12,762. 

—Representatives from the committees of all the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of London and its 
suburbs met in Memorial Hall, January 21. In con- 
sidering the question how to win young men, it was sug- 
gested that the secretaries should hold small meetings at 
which one or two members should be present, extending 
also invitations to a few young men who were not mem- 
bers. There would thus be an opportunity of showing 
a warm friendly feeling, as well as of quietly speaking to 
them of spiritual things, and thus winning them for 
Christ. 


TEMPERANCE, 
—Three temperance coffee-houses have now been 
opened in Wilhelmsro, Sweden, where the work is begin- 
ning to attract more attention from the public officials, 


—The last meeting of the Iowa State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation passed a resolution in favor of imparting scientific 
instruction in the public schools on the effects of alcohol 
on the human system, 


—At the Local Option Convention held at Columbus, 
Ohio, on January 12, petitions in favor of local option 
were exhibited, signed by over 300,000 of the adult popu- 
lation of Ohio. Ninety per cent. of that number were in 
favor of allowing women to express their views by ballot 
on the question. At the conclusion of the meeting, 
President Payne, of the Ohio Wesleyan University, pre- 
sented five resolutions embodying the sentiment of the 
meeting, which were unanimously adopted. 


EVANGELISM. 

—Eleven weeks ago Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey went to 
San Francisco. The outlook, from a spiritual standpoint, 
was not promising. Two of the largest Presbyterian 
churches had been sold on mortgages, and the congrega- 
tions were simply tenants at will. Other churches were 
in debt; the standard of Christianity was very low. 
Comparatively few business men were Ohristians, and 
scarcely any young men. There was but little Christian 
activity; open and unblushing wickedness abounded, 





infidelity was rampant. No special preparation had 








_ 


been made for the meetings, yet on the opening night, 


Friday, November 12, at the prayer-meeting, Dr. Stone’s 
Congregational Church, holding some two thousand, was 
packed an hour before the time for service. On the next 
Sunday afternoon Mr. Moody preached his first sermon 
at the same place, large numbers being turned away, 
unable to get in. In the evening an overflow meeting 
was held in Dr. Hemphill’s Presbyterian Church, which 
was crowded, Mr. Sankey and Mr. Hallenbech (who 
accompsny Mr. Moody) conducting the service. From 
that time regular services have been held in two and 
generally three churches each evening, part of the time 
Mr. Moody preaching and Mr. Sankey singing, twice 
each night. So far they have conducted services in the 
First Congregational Church, Howard Presbyterian 
Church, Howard Methodist Church, The Tabernacle, and 
Dr. Fisk’s Church, For one week an afternoon meeting 
for men only was held in Platt’s Hall, right in the centre 
of business, and each day it was packed with business 
men. A daily prayer-meeting is held in the hall of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and is largely at- 
tended. Mr. Moody conducts a Bible reading each after- 
noon in the tabernacle, the largest audience room in the 
city, and it is full at each service, witnessing to an interest 
in Bible study never exhibited in the city before. The 
first week that he was in San Francisco, an afternoon 
service was begun in Oakland, acity of 35 000 inhabi- 
tants, just over the Bay. At first Mr. Moody and Mr. 
Sankey conducted it, but subsequently Mr. and Mrs, 
Stebbins, and Mr. Hallenbech, tock charge, and the 
meetings have continued ever since. The largest church 
in Oakland will not hold the people, and often two and 
three meetings are held the same evening. Oakland has 
been thoroughly aroused, there have been large additions 
to the churches, and the meetings are growing in interest. 
In San Francisco there is an interest in religious things 
such as the city has never seen before. Christian people 
have been quickened, churches revived, and large numbers 
converted. A few days ago a minister publicly said that 
many churches had already received a larger accession to 
their membership, since Moody and Sankey came, than 
they had in all the previous thirty years of their history. 
Ministers report a larger attendance on regular church 
services than ever before, and wherever meetings are 
held, crowds of people attend them. Inquiry meetings 
follow the services, and many conversions are reported. 
A remarkable feature of the work is that half a dozen 
meetings are held each evening, all crowded, regardless 
of who conducts them. In December a Christian con- 
vention was held. It was largely attended, and by it the 
influence of the meeting was widely extended. The out- 
look is for a marked work of grace, that will reach all 
parts of the Pacific coast. And it is a genuine revival 
that will last, because it is a revival of Bible study, and 
a higher type of Christian Jiving on the part of Christian 
people. The dema:fd for good Bibles at all the book- 
stores is without a precedent in the history of the city. 


GENERAL. 

—At the last state convention of the Nebraska Sun- 
day-school Association, a committee was appointed to 
prepare a course of reading for the Sunday-school teachers 
of the state. The following outline has been prepared, 
and is recommended to classes, or for private study: 1. 
Our Material: or child nature. Notice in reading of 
child nature, the different faculties of the mind,—percep- 
tion, memory, imagination, reason, the emotions, con- 
science, and the order of their development, and the 
methods of training each aright. Read Alden’s Hand- 
book on Teaching, pp. 54 to 91. 2. Our work: the aim. 
Remember, it is not conversion only, but Christian educa- 
tion. Read Alden’s Hand-book on Teaching, pp. 137 to 
156, and 168 to 173. 8. Our Instrument: the Book. 
(a) Names and order of the books of the Bible. Commit 
them to memory. See contents in first pages of our com- 
mon Bibles. (b) The Bible: its divisions, ancient and 
modern. Notice the ancient divisions, as of the Old 
Testament into The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms; 
and the modern, as Old Testament and New Testament, 
and the Old Testament into three classes,—historical, 
poetical, prophetical ; and the New Testament into three 
classes,—historical, epistolary, prophetical or apocalyptic. 
Read Hovey and Gregory’s Normal Class Manual, pp. 29 
to 84. (c) By whom, when, and why each Bible book 
was written. Find out the number of the different 
writers; the object for which each book was originally 
written; the language in which they were written, and 
when. 4. Our Wisdom: how to use the instrument. 


(a) Use of Bible helps, as reference Bibles, dictionaries, 
Read Nicholls’ Introduction to the Bible, pp. 91 to 
(6) How to prepare a lesson. Notice how to gain: 


etc, 
96. 
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(1.) The mitiing of the peuei wal shone. 
(2.) The chief thought of the leeson. (3.) 
The light of other Scriptures on the text. 
(4.) A knowledge of the portion of the 
lesson specially fitted for the class and 
for each pupil, Read Hart’s Sunday-school 


Idea, pp. 210 to 220. (c) How to secure 
the attention of aclass, Read Hart’s Sun- 
day-school Idea, pp. 177 to 188, (d) How 
to teach by questioning. Learn how to 
ask: (1.) Questions of examination, —to 
see what the pupils know. (2.) Questions 
of instruction, leading pupils to find out 
new truths, (3.) Questions to be answered 
in concert. (4) Promiscuous questions, of 
a pupil here and there. (5.) Questions so 
that pupils will be awakened to ask ques- 
tions in return. Read Hart’s Sunday- 
school Idea, pp. 157 to 176. (e) How to 
teach by illustrations, Study: (1) The 
right use of illustrations. (2) Where and 
how to find good illustrations, Read Free- 
man’s The Use of Illustrations, 5, Our 
Model: Jesus, the great teacher. Read 
the four Gospels, and Alden’s Hand-book 
on Teaming, pp. 131 to 137. 


~ BUSIN ESS DEPARTMENT. _ oe 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subsoribers is 42,000 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The uniform rate 
for ordinary advertisements is 20 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 30 cents per line. Large extra editions, 
for special use, are printed during these months 
in addition to the issue for subseribers. 


Teachers, school officers, and all friends 
of education, are invited to read the ad- 
vertisement of Bicknell’s Publications, in 
another column, 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


The peculiarity of the A. 8. T. Co. Black Tip is, that 
it is independent of the upper, and protects the toe 
from wear, without endangering the upper from rip- 
ping, as is Lhe case with toe caps. 


STAMMER SS icuiisctriitewseasnae 
GREENWICH ACADEMY 


FOUNDED 1 
With Musical Tnstitate and ee taeretes Coll 
Beautifully situated on NARRAGANSETT B 
Board only 82.75. Tostruction unsurpassed, Spring 
term open March 22. For catalogue (free) address, 
. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A. M., Principal, 
i Greenwich, R. 1 
OUNG MEN AND WOMEN are pest fitted 
for Life when TRAIN KD for business at CHAMBERS- 
BURG (Penna) BUSINESS COLLEGE Enclose qtamp. 





The Congregationalist 


Rev. E. P. Row, well known as a Presbyterian 

clergyman, and whose books have become almost as 
fam\ tar as househo!d w ords,commenced his new matory, 
“WITKOUT A HOME,” in the Congregationalis 
last week, Feb. 9 Mr, Roe has sat wito judges ce 
after day in the police courts of New York, and has 
been accumulating his waterial for this book for sev- 
eral years, Gad it wilt undoubtedly be the dest from 
his pen thus fa 

We shall ais print during the year twelve articles 
under the head " Great Questions,” om such topics as 
The Creation, Trial by Jury, The Question of Divorce, 
Suffiage and the allot, The Woman Question, 
Among the writers will be men of the the first rank, 
auch as PROF, AUSTIN PHELPS, PRKES(DENTS 
PORTER and BAB? LECT, Dk MARK HOPKINS, 
Da. GEO, M. BEARD, JUDGE WLULIAM STRONG, 
GEN. J. Ro HAWL EY, and HON. DORMON B., 
KEATON. 

Mr. Roe’s story will continue for nine or ten months, 
and in order to accommodate the thousands desiring 
the paper it will pe neee the close of the serial fur $4. 
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0.. 
No. | Somerset St., Boston. 


& FUNNIEST STORY, 
For Winter Evening Reading. 


Five Little Southerners, 


*‘ ELEGANT CLOTH BINDING, 320 Pages. 


By MARY W. PORTER, 


THE BRIGHTEST 


Author of POOR PAPA. Illustrated, Price, $1.00 
Is Creating a Sensation North and South. 
BOSTON: D. LOTHROP & CO., PUBLISHERS. 


Number the Sunday-school Books, etc, 
Nickel-plated Consecutive Numberer, will number 
from one to one million, by merely turning thumb 
wheels. With Ind, Pad, and Box, complete, by reg- 
istered mali, $4.50. CHARLES H. HOPKINS 


Lyndonville Vermont. 
99 CHOICE Readings and Recitations, comprising 
eJe? Humorous, Patriotic, Religious, and Temperance 
Selections. Suitable for Sabbath and day-schools, 
evening entertainments, etc. Sent by mail any ad- 
dress for JOcents. J.8 Ogilvie & Co., 39 Rose St., .¥. 
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Household Articles 
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Mounted 60 pre 


ed cloth, ready for the wall. 
Or acar)et letters an 


border as above. Price, $4.00. 


All these goods are well mad 


e, and 
made to order. 
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Guat REDUCTION IN THE Price OF THE ONE- 
VOLUME EDITION oF 


The Life and Work of 
St. Paul. 


By the Rev. F. W. FARRAR, D.D. 


1 vol., 8vo, 800 pages, 4 Maps. Cloth ....61 50 
2 vols., 8Svo, 1,280 pages, 4 Maps, Cloth, 6 60 


THE POPULAR EDITION OF 


The Life of Christ. 


By CANON FARRAR. 

12mo, 502 pages, Cloth..................---- $1 00 
2 vols., Svo, with Maps, Notes, and Ap- 

pendix, large print, Gloth..............4 00 
200,000 copies of this remarkable book have been sold 
in England and this country, and it is now furnished, 
in an attractive and durable form, at a price within 
the reach of all, 





For sale at the bookstores, or sent by mail, postage 
paid, on receipt of price. 


E. P. DUTTON & CO,, 


PUBLISHERS, 


713 Broadway, - - + - New York, 


WEBSTER’S UNAGRIDGED. 


If you intend sometime to get a copy of Web- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, 


“DO IT NOW.” 


: 





See Websters Unabridged, page 11¢4, giv- 
ing the name of each sail,—showing the value of 


DEFINITIONS BY ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The pictures in Webster under the 12 words. 


Beef, Boiler, Castle, C olumn, Ey e, Horse, 
Moldings, Phrenology, Ravelin, Ships, 
( pas es 1164 and 1219) Steam engine, Tim- 
»ers, define 343 words and terms far better 
than they could be defined in words. 


New Edition of WEBSTER, has 
4600 NEW WORDS and Meanings, 
Biographical Dictionary 

of over 9700 Names. 


Published by 6. & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass. 
wEkTE rane 
,¥OR COMPLETE 


On entire Bible, in one volume, Lek come py Endorse- 
menta by 200 ablest scholars. Adapted to all; embodies latest 
research, Contains Life of St. John; tables showing time o 

each patriarch , prophet ani wis] auth orship and dates of 
books of Bible; how the earth w&speopled from Noah; par- 
ables and miracles of Old andN Pestaments: the twenty- 
four Sermons of Christin their enter: the eighteen miracles 
ofthe Apostles. 1020 pages, 476 illustrations, price $3.75.» 
Extra ter@s, Selling fast. Agents making $ to $400. 
amoenth, Dre dle, Garretson & Co., (6 N.4th St., Phila 


/EWARD OF MERIT. Nivt'tewara’s: 
' tiful Reward of 
Merit to every person sending us 10 names of 
bore or girls 8 to 14 years old. of different post- 

ces. who do not take the Home Companion. 
HOME. COMPANION PUBLISHING CO., Cleveland, Ohio. 


GENTS WANTED tor the Best Fastest- 


Selling Pictoral Books and Bibles ~~ 4 - ced 
33 percent. National Publishing Co., Phila., Pa. 


LOG SF axis WaPo Se GRRE: 
" the f tho: e 
4) » uges. CABI wy, 1e famous author o 


ze. € 1 SO, bbin Buy,’ ‘Pioneer Boy.’ 











P ublivhed <in: « his Secure Agency and double your 
elecron To the hite wou }@. winter's income 
Agent's terme &c i. EARLE, Boston, 









v¥ Send silver. F. Gardiner, Lynn, Mass. | Box 8. 
BSc. ar choicest of $1 to $1.75 Sunday- 
hool library books, sold at a uniform 
times as nag as the ordinary. Specimen copy 8 
ys x. ogue of 80 books now published, 


[TORSTED B Yr whi. Forty knots for 25e. 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

price of five cents each. Books will last three 
sent fr 


DAVID C. COOK, 


137 Madison St. 


, Chicago. 

the Order of Service found in The Scholary 

Quarterly. Issued in leafiet form at 75 cents per 
tnndred. Wo ertra ohare for postare. 


Jn ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by slating that you sano the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 








Size, 1x11 feet. 
Gold letters and border on scarlet grougd, 
half this size and half the lettering at proportionate rate. ANY MOTTO DESIRED MAD 


last for several years. 


Ail goods sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of the 
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) use a binder. 








MOTTO FOR EASTER. 





Pearl|-colored background, with crimson 
.00. Mottoes 
TO ORDER, 
— Symbols, Devices. etc., in stock and 
D “GANNETT, Tremont t Temple, Boston. 
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COLORED DESIGNS 


READY FOR USE. 


PREPARED EXPRESSLY FOR, AND ILLUSTRATING, 


The International Sunday-school Lessons 
Send fora circular. Address, 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT, 
PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH COMPANY, 
Providence, R. I. 


“GET THE BEST.” 
TEACHERS, SCHOOL OFFICERS, and all friends 
of education, should read 
BICKNELL’S EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS: 
The Journal of Education (weekly). 
Education (bi-monthly). 
Primary Teacher (monthly). 
Good Times , 
AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. 


For Specimens, Circulars, and Premium List, address, 
_ HTRAM ORCUTT, 16 Hawley St., Boston, Mass. 


GREAT BARCAINS 


IN 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


LIBRARIES. 


at Geneon | FuRNisHeD. 








For particulars address 
Cc. R. BLACKALL, 
i No. 9 Murray St., New York. 


Bc. 8. 8SONG BOOK. 


—The Entesnationss Sunday-school 

Lesson H mal.—i40 original lesson 

hymns, with music, covering the lessons of the whole 

yom. 82 choice old pieces. Gepening and closing—183 

— Pe all. Arenas for both - “oy tunes. 

ce r 100 copies (postage extra @ COpy, 
Lined vg A DAV Cc. COOK, 

87 Madison &t.. © hicagn 


A GOOD PLAN S32" 


‘READ ANTHONY 
COMSTOCK’S new 


The very best illustrated magazine published, 
—BIRMINGHAM (ENG.) MAIL. 


SCRIBNER FOR MARCH. 


This richly illustrated number has in its table 
of contents the following: The second install- 
ment of Mrs. BURNETT’S bright novelette, 

A FAIR BARBARIAN, which the 
Phila. Inquirer calls “a vivid, fascinating 
story.” ‘Copies of the February SCRIBNER, 
containing the first chapters, may still be had 
of booksellers, or the publishers. The three 
numbers containing the novelette complete can 
be had for one dollar. 

MUSICAL POSSIBILITIES 
AMERICA, by THEODORE THOMAS. An 
article of wide popular interest, by the great 
music-leader of this count 

ERICSSON’S ‘DESTROYER ” 
AND HER NEW GUN, by Cuas. BarR- 
NARD. A fully illustrated account of Erics- 
son’s latest invention, ‘‘ before which the iron- 
clad fleets of Europe are helpless.” 

IN LONDON Wit: H DICKENS, 
The haunts of David Copperfield, Little Dorrit 
and others. With illustrations by Cas, A. 
VANDERHOOF. 

CHARLES AND MARY LAMB. 
An interesting paper, accompanied by portraits, 
reproduced from a rare oil-painting from life. 

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES as 
follows: ** Protestantism in Italy,’’ By 
Rev. WASHINGTON GLADDEN; The Free 
Christian Church, etc.; **John Singleton 
Copley, R A.,”3 by his granddaughter, with 
many reproductions of COPLEY’s works; 
‘* Striped Bass,”’’ a sporting article, with 
illustrations by MORAN, TABER, BOLLEs, and 
others ; ** Glimpses of Parisian Art,??— 
with sketches by American, Spanish, and 
French painters in Paris; ** ‘A Jangerous 
Virtue,’ a short story by H. H. BoYEsEN; 
‘* Recollections of American Society,”? 
by Mrs. S. W. OAKEY; ** Notes of a Walk- 
er,’’ by JOHN BURROUGRS. Poems by Dr. 
J.G. HoLLanpD, 8. M. B. PIATT, and others. 

*‘*MADAME DELPHINE,’’ 


a Novelette by GEORGE W. CABLE, will begin 
in May, following “ A Fair Barbarian.” 

Price of this number, 35 cents ; sold by all 
dealers. Subscription price, $4.00 a year. 
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For recording upon a new, 





simple, complete and ace 
curate plan; everything pe rtaining to the business - 
a 8.8. corresponds to the Inter’l 8. 8. Lesson eystet 
—contains ne w features not in any o ther recot It's 
use stimulates attendance and collections. Can be 
easily kept, saves time and labor. The attendat 
and collections are shown without turning a leaf and 
the condition of the School is seen at aglance, whe th 


er for one Sunday or the entire quarter, makes ac 
plete history of the School. Handsomely bound, se 
prepaid on receipt of price. 





No. 1, for a school of 20 classes ......... 81.60 
THE A. H. EILERS’ PUBLISHING CO., 
West St. Louis-P. O. . Station, St. Lonis, Mo. 


-] 
~COOK’S TOURS. 
Established 1841. 
Tickets and fares for thousands of tours. for Inde- 
lent welers in America, Hurope, Asia, Africa, 
and Australasis. 8 ial arrangements for ——— 
ally Conducted and Private Parties to Europe, seaso 
1881. Ho’ei Coupms issued, available at over 500 first. 
class Hotels. Circular Notes and Letters of Credit 
issued Cook’s Excursionist and special pamphlets 
contain fu)! particulars, sent by mail. ress, 
THOS COOK & SON, 261 Broadway. N. Y. 
©. 4 A. BARATTONI, (I,Manager. P. Oo... Box 4197. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


OAFTEAL, 0 OE ASSETS, §2,011,112.11. 
DEVEREUX. President, 


. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L, THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 
ID AZORS, KNIVES, SCISSORS, TABLE OUT- 
LER round and repaired at MADEIRA’S 
CUTLERY 8 RE, 115 10th St., below Chestnut, Phila 








book, Frauds Exposed, | [22 Ss b- Bas & mH —) 
before gon invest in Stocks, Syndicates, Lovteries u ass Oct ouple ==] 
Mines, Gift atererits s or Quack Doctors. Best Sell- << Pern ees on 
ing Book Out. P $3.50. agents Wanted Eve 251$45, $55,565,$75,5100,5i 25i5. 
where. J. Howard Brown, 21 Park Place, N. Y.; 7 eg] And U wards. Agents W anted. 
Sansom St.. Phila. ; 200 a St. (Room 9), Cincinnat! ; catawoaul rae. Address STAR PARLOR ORGAN = 
12 Walker Block, Det roit. oo . Wasurvcton, N. J y™ to =] 











ee Wek! 
OL L SUPERINTEN eet 


SUNDAY sca 


Of HIS SCHOO! al 7: 

SAMPL E coPy OF THE ABOVE PAPER 
ADDRE 

PROVIDENCE LITHOS! 


ah PROVIDE NC ER R.1. 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers whites 4 to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in as condition. 
and have them at hand for reference, should 
We can send by mail, postage 

aid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
tome tele one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the 
file complete. Ad 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


RE 


\PH 











GREAT OFFERL!: Ser LEGAN Ne 


¥ eae | Gx care. cond Hand 

TED, > u t a ir < ALG Of ree 
strate ree. 

AR ey SES &'C0.,826 way, NW 





BLY LO 1,000 ; 2 WwW 4% Stops. 
— $125 up. Paper 
milf. Beatty, 


ri- 
free. Address 
ashington, N.J. 


ORGAN: 
Ries oO yee 
Nos RGA N Ss 


Cheapest 
New eames with 2 
full sets of reeds, 9 stops, with book 

and stool, only $63 50. A new7 oct. Piano with stool and 
book, only $187. Instruments all warranted for 6 years, 
and sent on 10 days’ trial. MONEY RETURNED if not as 
represented. Ne w catalogues now ready Send for one 
and save money. T.L. Warers, 14 E. l4ih St. » New York. 


VIOLIN OUTFITS. 


Conchatine of Violin, Box, Bow 
er, Sent to any & pars 

jortne “United States on 

days trial re 1. 

buying. 


















WViolia 
Outfits 


60, 12. & S22. cach. Send Stamp 
fe eautl atiy lustrated 82 page Catalogue of Vio- 
lins, Guitars, Banjos, Cornets, Flutes, Str = 8 a et 

0 Accordeons, Music Poxes, Ss. CB. 
ersa Specialty, C.W, Story, 26 Central St. Prices. 
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KX The Henry F.Miller Pianos 


tone and workmanship 


e& Smith American Otéans 


at 
yerior in 


Sup 


Pal 


lave no 








FOR THE KIDNEYS. 


Removes the Pain and Soreness felt in the 
small of the back, incident to Kidney troubles, 


with surprising quick ness. * 


A Great Improvement on other Pliasters 
and Liniments, _ 














CHOICE SEEDS! BEST OFFER YET.’ 
A trial wiil prove it. For nine 3e. compe I 
will send you. for trial, 11 papers Cheices 
growth of 1880: Verbena (from 100 kinds), Sectistrous 
Aster (maixed colors), New Spiral M , Sweet 








ROSES: 








Wi. 
liam (finest mixed), White Hverlasting, searlet —— 
Pnrloz (15colors mixed), Hvening Primrose, Prize A 
(mixed colors), Pink Ageratum, Japan Cockscomb, 4 
my New ee seed Cate ata logue. 
- W_ GOODELL, Amherst, Mass. 
READER! ees love Bare Flowers, choicest 
' only, address, KLLIS B HERS, 
Keene, N. H. It wm | astonish and please. FREE. 
BAS Coin Detector. Reccommended | by Treas. 
U.S Carried in vest-pocket or pocket- 
book. Mailed for 2 25 cts. Hatch Bros., Bridgep rt, Ct. 
Str St, 14 for 
paid. Uf tor 88, 
and MRedding Planta, 
a gay Soyer 
- » by mai x 
Catalogue tree. J.T. PHILLirs, West iateete hester Ua,,Pa. 
Our large Jilustrated 
Catalogueof everything 
for Farm and Garden 
mailed free to all, 
S2?"Send for it at once. 
It costs nothing; may 
save you a great deal. 
BENSON, MAILE & ¢ Hu. MAILE & CO 223 Church Street, 
0 5 _ Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cata rdw "a ph late. f ree rs ig 
offer an émmense stock of ji 


ay Fruit sad ALL FRUITS 
1; 25 eal “y 1; 7: TS LA. 
rapes, 81; S Apple, AE ti} 13 eac 
13 40 weet Chestnut, 1 ardy Catalp 
gete. Catalogue (with 11 col’ ord strawberries) free. 
18 Greenhouses, 400 Acres, 
& CO 


27th Year. 
STORES. HARRISON Painesville, O, 








HENDERSON’S 


COMBINED CATALOGUE OF ‘ 


EVERYTHING 


FOR THE 


GARDEN 


Will be Mailed Free to all who apply by 
er. 


Our Experimental Grounds in 
which we test our Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds are most complete}; 
and our Greenhouses for Plants 

(covering 3 acres in glass), are 
e largest in America. 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 

*35 Cortlandt Street, New York. ® 
10 for S 1. File order early for Spring shipments, 
— Cire ulars 7° ree. WM.B.REED,Chambersburg 

urseries, s, Cc yhambersburg, Pa Mention this paper. 


AUTOMATIO 
Eye-Glass Holder 


Winds up cord itself. “‘A” 
shows position of 
reeled 








Nice Concord Grape Vines, by mail, prepaid, 














BEATTY’S LATEST OFFER 


Welcome to 1881. To the Public. 


I now have facilities to manufacture and ship about two thousand (2,000) Instruments per month. I respect- 
fully ask your attention to the following extraordinary inducement to further the sale of my Instruments in 
your vicinity. Please bear in mind that I will under no consideration whatever deviate from my prices and 
terms. Larger the club, greater the discount. 


AN HONEST OFFER. 


BEATTY ORGANS ONLY $68. 


Fitteen (15) Stops Cm Ger Bn sear cas 






























FULLY delivered on board cars 
WARRANTED hore, with Stool, Book, 


FOR SIX YEARS. 


INCLUDING THE FAMOUS No Deviation Whatever. 





Ail a 1% \ re VaRaD) aeianea... $08 Bes. 

VOE CELESTE, euDQQOT HE a SS: 
VOX HUMANA, UG r a ~ Les mT a mM a 6 Organs....---. 58 each. 
ena comiiie aa iit ri Ma Soll so alti ae 15 Orang. 13 euch. 
4 SETS. — 1 Fe 100 Organs... 45 each 


For example, thus, one 
costs $65 net, or 100 or- 
gans, ordered ail at once 
to one address, cost only 
$45 each, or $4,500 (four 
thousand five hundr 
dollars) net cash in all. 


Positively no deviation 
whatever. 


‘ie 


Des | 
3 


NGUE 


REES. Get up 4 


HINA 
a 


am” Get your friends 
to order with you, and 
save valuab.e time for 
me and money tor your- 
self The larger the 
club, the greater the dis- 
count. very one sold 
becomes a standing ad- 
vertisemeut. Ofien 25 
new sales are traced 
from a siugle organ in- 
troduced if 100 are or- 
dered. the greater the 
advertisement. Hence 
the above discount. Buy 
your organs direct from 
the Manufacturer. 


15 BEAUTIFUL STOPS, 


* yy Forte. 
2. 8UB SS. 

3. Principal Forte. 

= Duicet. 

Diapason, 

GRAND ORGAN. 

. Vox Humana. 

. Holian. 

. Kcho. 

. Dulciana. 

Ciarionet 

VOX CELESTE, 

OcTaAV #® Cou PLER. 
Finte Forte. 

=15. Grand O gan Knee 
= Stop. By the use of this 

# famous stop the entire 

power of the instrument 

can be thrown on or off 

by the k nee without tak- 

ing the hand from the 

keyboard. It is a valu- 

able ee in 

reed orga 


Club among your 


GOLDEN TO 


2 


"1 Hi < 1 10) (a 
zal in wD rB K 


Ny 1 


anit wo 


‘Suarteteen->'the Lon- 
don New Style No. 5.000 
contains 5 Octaves, Wal- 
nut Case, Extra Large 
Fancy Top ~ nag - 
neering. Handles 

The pedals, instead or ein = 
covered wit h carpet, are made metal. pr 4 Full Sets of the celebrated 
Golden Tongue Reeds, a ‘powertal set Sub Bass Reeds, is, the sweetest ever gina in anv 
instrument. Also the celebrated Vox Humana, which imitates the Human’ Voice, and Octave oupler, which 
doubles the power by pressing your Sor on a key of the instrument, the key and octave higher will come 
down itselt. Do not oem | an organ unless it contains an octave coupler; also two full sets of the celebrated 
Golden Tongue Reeds of 2}¢ octaves each. 


ORGANS AND PIANOS. 232220: C2i75h Chanel ana Parlor, $30 to $1,000. 2 to 32 


ns as low as Pianos, on 
and Upright, $125 to $1,600. Every instrument is At. on pet han and fully wieranaae 6 years. 
cheerfully refunded and freight charges paid by me both ways if found in any way not just as represented in thts 
Advertisement or my Catalogues, etc. 
My Holiday Offers are extended until April 30. Remittances may be made by Bank Draft, Post Office Money 
Orders. Express Prepaid, or Registered Letter. Please send reference or some evidence of your responsibility 
if vou do not remit with order. @@~ Be sure to visit my factory here, or send tor my Illustrated Catalogue 
before you decide to buy elsewhere. WILL YOU DO THIS? 


Address or call on DANIEL F, BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey. 





Style No. 5000, height 72 in., depth 24 in., length 46 in., weight 400 Ibs. 
Stands, — for Music, Upright Bellows, Sliding Lid, Rollers for Moving 
of Beatty’s New Patent Sto 








CE LLULOI D FINGER PLATES. 























Size, 3 344 INCHES WIDE BY 10 INCHES LONG. 
The particular attention of . —. architects, and all neat housekeepers is called to our beautiful designs 
in CELLULOID FINGER PLAT They are especial y adavted for a protection from finger marks on ail 
light-colored doors. They are put 3 just above the door knob, and the beautiful colors and artistic orna- 
mentation make them avery desirabie ornament to enliven the sombre hues of dark wood doors. These 
plates are made in colors to match the furnishings and bangings of any room. Special decorations to match 
blue and oriental styles of furnishing. The plain make a beautiful plate for amateur artists in oil colors, or 
Decalcomania workers, and are supplied without screw holes if desired. Ladies who paint at home can find 
a ready saie for celluloid panels hand painted in any fancy goods store. Our plates with different designs of 
Push and Pull are coming into general use on al! public buildiugs, offices, to railroad cars,ete. Their 
superiority over — old styles of white porcelain, bronze or gloss is ack nowledged by all. Perfect imitations 
of Silver. Gold. Ivory. Ebony, Tortoise sheli, Russian Malachite, Italian Marbles, and all plain colors, deco- 
rated in Goid, Silver Black. or Blue. These plates do not break, need no cnet. last for years, 
Plain, 40 cents each; Ornamented. 50 cents each ; Push or Pull. 50 cents each. 
AGENTS WANTED. Either sex will find these very salable goods. hey can be sold wholesale and 
retail. Samples sent by mail on receipt of price. Sample cases. in — form, containing one dozen, assorted 
colors and d°corations, $6.00. Descriptive | yy? sent free. Addre 
Mention this paper. D. . MATTH EWS & ¢ “O., 257 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


The Ladies wee 


ministration from WAsHINGTON to the —_ or f the = much 











AGENTS WANTED for “The Ladies of the White Honse or 
in the Homes of fhe Presidents,’’ the most Interesting book of 
weer IFE ever published. A History of every Ad~ 





exr a BINDER FOR YOUB PAPEE, 





THE GREATEST OFFER YET! 
THE GREATEST OFFER YET! 
THE GREATEST OFFER YET! 


We will send The Heraid of Heaith, now 
the oldest and best journal of hygiene in the 
world, and the book Hygiene of the Brain 
(price of both, $2.50), for $1.25, to any sub- 
scriber of The Sunday School Times. Send 
immediately, to get full volume. Read below. 


The Setentifie American says “The Herald of 
Health contains more sensible articles 
than any other magazine that comes to 
our sanctum.” 


The Herald of Health 
for 1881. 


It will give as its leading articles a series of papers 
entitled 


OUR COMMON SLIGHT AILMENTS 


AND THEIR 


Prevention and Cure by Simple, Natural Means. 


The following will be a few of the subjects which 
will be treated : 


Impaired Appetite. 

Voracious Appetite. 

Wind in the Stomach. 

Ordinary Forms of Indigestion. 

Constipation (Hygienic Treatment of) and Im: 
portance of Regular Action of the Bowels. 
Ordinary Diarrhcea, its Treatment. 

Vertigo. 

Drowsiness, Wakefulness, Nervousness, Neu- 
ralgia; Rheumatism, Diet in Rheumatism ; 
Low Spirits. 

On Taking Cold, Preventive and Curative 
Treatment ; Coughs, Catarrh, Malarial Fe- 
vers, Sore Throat, Weak Lungs, Curved 
Spine, Weak Eyes, Inflamed Eyes, Dry Skin. 
Rearing Healthy and Beautiful Children. 
How Women may be Weil. 


Price $1.00 per Year. Samples 10 cts. 


SPLENDID PREMIUM. 


Every suhessibes sending $1.00, and 10 cents for post- 
age. shall receive free a new bouk of over 20) pages, 
by Mrs. Bertha Myer, entitled 


HOW TO GOVERN CHILDREN. 


This work is the best book of its kind ever written, 
and worth its weight in gold to any parent. Price $1.00, 


Also just out: 


Hygiene of the Brain and Cure of 
Nervousness. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M. D. 


** Get this book and read it, for it abounds 
in practical valuable hunowledge.”’—Chicage 
Int+1-Ocean. 


PART |. CONTAINS: 


How the Nerves Act. 

Has Nervous Activity any Limit? 
Nervous Exhaustion. 

How to Cure Nervousness, 

The Cure of Nervousness (Continued). 
Food in Nervous Disorders. 

Fifty Important Questions Answered. 
What our Thinkers and Scientists Say. 
Nervousness in Girls. 

On Headaches. 

Resting the Brain. 

Hunting as a Remedy. 

Mental Hygiene for Farmers. 


Recreation in a Work Shop, etc., etc. 
. 


Price by Mail, $1.50. 


CLUBBING, — We will send Ter Herartp cr 
H¥XaALTH for one year and any $4 magazine, both post- 

aid, for $425. The list includes the atlantic Monthly, 
Harper's Monthly, Scribner’s, Harper’s Weekly, aud 

r’s Bazar. Add 10 cents for Premium. 

ate H&RALD OF HEALTH will be sent for one year. 
with St. Nicholas ~ 3—for $40; with Demorest’s 
Monathly—$3—for $3.25: with the Phrenological Jour- 
nal—$2—for $2.50; with the New York Weekly Trib- 
une—#2—tor $250; with any $1.50 Monthly for $2.10; 
with the Boston Journal of Chemistry—§1—for $1.75. 
Add 10 cents for Premium. 


Catalogue of Heaith Books free. 
M. L. HOLBROOK, 





White House. 


ersonal ond Private history never before published, address 
BEADLE & €O., No: 66 N. Feurth St, Phila., Pa: 


18 andl 159 Laight St., New Wor 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, Published weekly 
e following rates, which inclade postage. 


From 1 to 4 copies 
« 5to9coptes to one addrees 
« 10 to 19 copies to one address........... 1.25 
® copies or more to one addrems............. 100 «& 


Tha yellow label on each shows up to what date 
@ subscriber nas pase. Pid publisher does net by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber that the paper 
be Cesonsiued, N will continues to send itl. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time thereafter, if the 
gudsoriber 40 destres, remits the amount due for the 
time thai he has received. The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the ‘ation of the club subsorip- 
tion, unless G renewal for the sama is received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year al yearly rates, 

While the papers for a club, at above rates must be 
sent In a package to one address, the publisher desires 
to have for reference the names of all the subscribers. 
He therefore res that each club subscription be 
accompanied with a list of the ae and addresses 
of the persons who are to use the pa) 

For twenty-five cents per con rin addition to the 
above club rates, the papers wil malled directly to 
the individoal addresses of the members of aclub. In 
this case, however, the papers for a club must all go to 
one post-office, and the subscription must not be for 
leas than one year, 

Additions may be made at any ime toa plub, 1 the 
same rate at which the club, as Arat / be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered. The new subacribers to pay pro 
rata tor the time of their subscriptions, 

The papers foraciub, whether going in a package 
to one address, or sent mory by the members of 
the ciub, will be discontinued at the expiration of the 
sabscription. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 

office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which It has been sent, ll addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subsert Mon, ts in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publisher, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent, 

nubscribers wishing to Introduce The Times to their 
triends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address, 








THE WEEKLY iLEBSOR! LEAF. A separate lea: for 

every Sunday int 

100 copies, one hn” rae ‘, 60 

1 f ONE YOO . cccccncenncce eeewenseseterencens 

Less than 100 copies ai same rate. Orders not letten 
for less than one month, 


me 


THE SCHOLARS’ UARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons fo onths, with colored map, beautiful 
earen, Seoreatine music, etc., etc, 
foo copies, one year (four quarters)..... 









Single copy, one year (four quarters 25 
100 copies, three months (one quarter)... 6.25 
Under 10 copies, three months, each ............. 7 


THE QUESTION LEAF, A separate leaf for each 
Sunday, Printed on writing paper, and requiring 
written answers to questions on the leason. 
160 coples, one MODtN....000 coscece 800c. 
19 FORE cousvasa access $9 60 
Leas than 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
for leas than one month. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


Measrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster 
London, E. C., will send The American Sunday Banoo! 
Tim es, post tree, for a year, to any address {a Great 
Britain. for ten sntliings prepaid, The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price twopence 
as will also The Scholars’ Quarterly, price fourpence 


ADVERTISING RATES, 

The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements Is 20 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each {nser- 
tion, whether for one time or more, Tay — | for the 
months of November and Decembe: ring these 
months there being a large extra circulation, together 
with a preneare of advertising matter for its columns, 


the rate will 30 cents per agate line. Advertise 
ments inning early {mn the year, but running 
through November and December, will be be charged ai 


the increased rate for the eight issues of those months 
The rate for Reading Notices aye type, leaded )in 
the Business Department wil bed ge 00 per counted line 
for each insertion, and for Speci: ces (solid agate) 
# cents per line for each insertion at any season. 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisementa 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


ESTABLISHED 1780. 





Sel omplete im | Terrs R55. 


Set Complete in Plush, 860, 
Parlor, Lodge, and church Kurniture, 
No charge for Ps acking. Send fx or cipemeepes Catalogue. 

SH 


AW, APP! IN. & © 
27 SUDBI RY Sr , BOSTON. 


- aK HAT ©. = WILL NOT 
WATCH EAR OUT. 
BOLD 








BY Watchmakers, By mail, 30c. 


y Otrcular 
free, J.8. Brnou 4 Oo,, && Dey Street, N.¥ 


FLOWER 


Over 1500 yo varieties, au strong Plants 
each labeled, delivered safely by mail, Largest nssort- 
mont. Low prices. In business 27 years. Guarantee 

sfaction, Stock comprises all desirable varieties. Onl) 








pri. 2re plants sent, Our new Illustrated Hand-Book. 
sent free, contains name and desc — of each plant,witt 
mst ructions for successful cultivation, Don ‘un. ase plants 
pisenx here before sending for our new HA 
All lovers of fowers should have our 
7 very br ayer of ch heap ple nts — 4 | i. very one want 
ng new and choi T ents whe or our Hand-Book 


send 
HOOPE: B ROTHE R & THOMAS. 
Crerry HILL Nc RSERIES, West Chester, Pa. 


IT PAYS sissies 8 vasa 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


HOW TO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES TO FRIENDS | 


FLLL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 725 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive | 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


to your offer to new subscribers, 


Post Office. s..recssescccvccecsscsserccccsevcevccveecsscess 


QOUNEY cccgcecccccscccecs 


State... se eeeeeeee SPORE TERR OEE eee Ree eH ee en eeeeeeeeeeesere Prrrrrrre tir rerio 


TITIES TIPE ET ETE T TTT eet COR eset ee eeeeeeeereees Oe eeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee ws 


Pa. 


eee eC PEEI CO OSOOOS OTTO CSCC et te) eer Serre err rrr 


eeeneeeeeee PPP errr) 


(This blank for use only by_ American subscribers.) 


ASK YOUR. MERCHANT FOR 





NOT sent ae all over the country to be 
sold on COMMISSION. are NOT put opin Fanoy 
PicTruRE PAPERS, iitustrati ng So pe mene vegetables 
They are NOT to be found for sale in grog shops. They 
ARE grown-by the cuneceners on their own FARMS in 
Pennsylvania, Vi New Jersey, and Wisconsin. 
They ARE put up yt paper, at the lowest cost. 
The purchaser, theretire, pays for exe. and not for 
fancy paper and ae. They ARE sold by RE 
SPRECTABLE Merchants, rugeists, Grocers, etc., WHO 
BUY THEM OUTRIGHT, use they know THEY 
WILL PROVE SATISFACTORY TO THEIR ———— 

They ARE to be had in any ened 9 ae 
tb. p. pockages, in pints of Peas, Beans, an rn, or rf 


“- YOUR MERCHANT DOES NOT KEEP THEM,S6nd 
for Landreths’ Rural Register and Almanac, contain- 
ing catalogue and prices, and order them direct from 
headquarters. In writing, please mention 8. 8. Times. 


DAVID LANDRETH & SONS, 
21 and 23 South 6th St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 


SES MAILED FREEFoRS(.25 


or 36 for $3.00. Strong Plants, your choice, 
labeled, 7 sasely by mail to any post-office, Ww ill 
bloom all summer in the open ground, Large as- 
sortment of Geraniumes and other Flowering Plants at 
same price. New Ger. Leviathan gratis on 83 orders, 
SE E D 10 Packets, Plow er or Vegetable, 

our choice, for Z5e. Quality 
unsurpassed, Liberal inducements to persons 
ordering. Catalorne of New Seeds and Plants 
Sree. INNISFALLEN GREENHOUSES, Springfield,O. 













of Trees and Plants for !881 
is now ready. 36 pages, 75 il- 
lustrations, honest desc riptions. 
35 newStrawberries, 10 new Grapes,new Hybrid Pears, &c. 

Lovett’s Small Fruits are the best in the coun- 
try. The Catalogue tells how to get and grow them. 

FREE TO EVERYBODY. 
J.T. LOVETT, Little Silwer. N. J. 


POMONA NURSERY! 
BLIGHT-PROOF PEARS. 


Largest Berries. 
Catalogues ee Fruit Trees, Plants, 
nd Flowers sent free 


WM. PARRY, Parry P.0., New Jersey 










The two most 2 


s ca 
¢ Quinceéthe New VERG ENNEs 
= Vtluable fi uits ¥ : ; 


= duct oa. Form | 
- acinb in your g 
neighborhood. & 
2 Terms Libe:s i = 
¢ Ad's tor circ’lr » 
© FL, Perry.Ca-3 
M uandsigua,NY,"” 

Sc. per bushe) 

om CORN an 

20c.0on WHEA'I 

can positivel y b 


saved, For Illustrated Pamphlet, giving full par 
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In per _ or wm making inquiry cun- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the udvertisement in The 
Sunday Sehool Times. 











TERLING — 
UNDAY 
CHOOL 
ONGS 


If you want the Best Book at the Lowest 
Price, get 


HYMN SERVICE No. 2. 


By LOWRY, DOANE, and VINCENT, 
It is so cheap that persons desiring new songs 
in leaflet form can afford to cut songs from 
it and paste them into other books. 130 
songs, bound in stiff paper covers. Only 
$10 per 100; 15 cents each by mail. 


If You Want the Largest, the Richest, the Most 
Useful Collection, one that will last for 
years, and grow Brighter as you use it, get 


GOOD AS COLD. 


By LOWRY and DOANE. 
239 Songs, strongly bound in Board Covers. 
Only $30 per 100; Single Copy, in Paper 
Covers, sent by mail, on receipt of 25 cents. 





JI& These Books may be ordered through Book- 
sellers or Music Dealers everywhere, 





BICLOW AND MAIN, 


73 Randolph Street, 
CHICAGO, 


| 76 _ Ninth Street, 
¥ EW YORK. 
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AGENTS { for Dr. Richard's Hose Supporters. 
Large profits; goods sell easy; ladies 


carried away with them. State agents 
WANTED south aud west. BUSTUN SUP- 
PORTER CO., 28 Winter Street, Boston, Mass. 


Since et CSR ne GO L D E N DAW N 


in this Life thr ugh the Dark Valley, and in the Life 





Eternal, ILLUSfRATKD. Sells fast. Pays over 
Sig A MONTH 
rox AGENTS 


Send for circular and terms. AlIso send address of two 


or more book ageats, and 10 cen's for cost of mailing, 
and receive the Pe opie’ " ) Agnes ot choice literature 
freefr Bmenmthe \dd 


P.W. ZIRGLER & 0O.. Phila.. Pa.. or Chicago. Til. 





» Agel ty Sel the Standard 


=| arming for Profit 


s. Com lete Farm 
TELL 1D ‘Hol A sure guid 
TELLS SHO W Gea ail Y vere Crops. 
Breed & sere nive Stock. 
w si 
Make Money ye ru -*. ure Mapp! usiness, 
Saves many times Its cost eve 860 pages. 
hat d lus par Mg Send for Siettens als and terms to 
-McCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa- 
saunbn Aare 
For our New Rook : NICK PUTZEL 
A Story of unusual power and spirit. A fulland 
jearless exposwe of the subtle arts o1 litical wire- 
pulling—showing how rum and rase rale and 
ruim in American politics. Praised by the people. 
Jiustrated by ** Box,” the inimitadle character artist. 
Price only 81.50. sells fast. erms wery liberal. 
HUBB4RD BROS, Pubs., 723 Chestnut St.. Phtiad’a. 


Ww ANTED-—Five sharp, § aout men, from 25 to 35 

years of age, with a good education, to learn my 
system of selling books by subscription, and then to 
act a8 Managers in diftsrent States of the Union. I 
can pay after short trial, men who have ability, from 
$1,000 to $1,200 the first year, and from $1,500 to $2 0vu0 
the second year. Give e, experience in life, and 

Ww. J. HOLLAND. Springfield, Mass. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ICTORIAL 
HISTORYor m: WORLD 


Fmbracing fuiland authentic accounts of every na- 
tion of ancient and modern times, and including a 
nistory of the rise and fail of the Greek and Roman 
empires, the middle ages, the crusades, tue feudal Sys- 
tem, the re'ormation, the discovery and settlement of 
tue New World, etc., etc. It cOntatus 672 fine historical 
engravings, and is the most complete History of the 
World ever published. Send for specimen pages and 
extra terms to Agenta. Address 

National Publishing Co Uo., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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WORTH REPEATING, 


AT LAST. 
[From The 8 
The shadowed-magic-lantern pictures shone 
Shed each successively upon the wall; 
Nor were the former shapes withdrawn at all. 


spectator. } 


| Each face—each picture was a face—was thrown 


| When lo! 


| 


So that its features on the last did fall; 

a single face appeared alone, 

The blended characters and tints had grown 
Together into one, the coronal 

And perfect type of all and every’one. 

And sv, methinks, when life is but begun, 
We, careless, cast old memories aside ; 

Later we part more sadly with the past; 


Yet these dead selves, which we would lose 
or hide, 
Shall blend and shape the perfect man at 
last. 


| SHAKESPEARE AND HISTIMES. 





{Professor Dowden, in Shakespeare,—His Mind 
} 


and Art.]} 

What is the ethical significance of that 
literary movement to which Shakespeare 
helonged, and of which he wasa part,—the 
Elizabethan drama? The question seems 
ac first improper There is perhaps no 
body of literature which has less of an 
express tendency for the intellect than the 
drama of the age of Elizabeth. It is the 
outcome of a rich and manifold life; it is 
full of a sense of enj »yment, snd ove: flow- 
ing with energy; out it is for the most 
part absolutely devoid of a conscious pur- 
pose. The chief playwright of the move- 
ment declared that the end of playing, 
‘both at the first and now, was, and is, to 
hold, as ’twere, the mirror up to nature.” 
A mirror has no tendency. The questions 
we atk about it are, ‘* Does this mirror re- 
flect clearly and faithfuliy? ” and “In what 
direction is it turned?” Capacity for per- 
c3iving, for enjoying, and for reproducing 
tacts, and facts of as great variety as possi- 
ble—this was the qualification of a drama- 
tist in the days of Elizabeth. The facts 
were those of human passion and human 
activity. He needed not, as each of our 
poets of the present time needs, to have a 
doctrine, or a revelation, or an interpreta- 
tion. The mere fact was enough, without 
any theory about the fact; and this fact 
men saw more in its totality, more in the 
sound, because they approached it in the 
spirit of frank erjoyment, It was not for 
them attenuated into an aspect, or rele- 
gated to a class. 

In the Renascence and Reformation 
period life had grown a real thing—this 
life on earth for threescore years and ten. 
The terror and sadness of the middle 
ages, the abandonment of earthly joy, 
the wistfulness and pathos of spiriwual 
desire, and, on the other hand, the skepti- 
cism, irony, and sensuality under the ban, 
were things which, as dominant forms of 
human lite, had passed away. The highest 
medieval spirits were those which had 
telt with most intensity that we are 
strangers and pilgrims here on earth, that 
we have no abiding place among human 
loves and human sorrows, that life is of 
little worth except with reference to infi- 
nite, invisible autecedents.and issues in 
other worlds. With all his tender affini- 
ties to the brotherhood of elemental! powers 
and of animals, 8: Francis felt allied 
to these as brethren only because they 
had ceased to be rivals for his heart with 
the supreme lover, Jesus. The deepest 
religious voice of the middle ages couples 
in asingle breath the words de imitatione 
Christi wad de contemptu omnium vanitatum 
mundi, Itis the asceuc quester, Gaiahad, 
with vision undimmed vy any mist of 
earthly passion, who beholds the mystical 
Grail. Angelico paints Paradise, and be- 
cause the earth can afford no equal beauty, 
then Paradise again; below vhe glory of 
seraphim and cherubim appear the homely 
faces of priest and monk, transported into 
the pellucid and changeless atmosphere of 
heaven,—for these men had abandoned 
earth, and may, therefore, inherit perpetual 
blessedness. Dante, filled with keen politi- 
cal passion as he was, finds his subjects of 
bighest imaginative interest not in the life 
of Fiorence and Pisa and Verona, but in 
circies of hell, and the mount of purgatory, 
and the rose of beautified spirits. Human 
love ceases to be adequate for the needs 
of his adult heart; tho woman who was 
dearest to him ceases to be woman, and 1s 
sublimed into the supernatural wisdom of 
theology. While the world was thus given 
over to Satan, those who were lacking in 
the spiritual passion, and who could not 
abandon this world, closed a bargain with 
the evil One, Together with the world and 
the flesh, they accepted the devil, as in we 
legend Faustus does, and as many # ons 
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did in fact, mn imagination can hardly 
find a place for Shakespeare in any part of 
the middle ages. Either they would trans- 
form him, or he would confound and dis- 
organize them. With his ever-present 
sense of truth, his realization of fact, and 
especially of that great tact, a moral order 
of the universe, we cannot think of Shake- 
speare among the men of plcasure, skepti- 
cism, and irony. He could not stay his 
energy or his humor with the shallow 
eccentricities of Boccaccio. Neither can 
we picture to ourselves an ascetic Shaks- 
speare, suppressing his desire of knowl- 
edge, transforming his hearty sense of na- 
tural enjoyment into curiosities of mystic 
joys, exualing bis strength in sighs after 
an “ Urbs beala Ierusalem,”’ or in tender 
lamentation over the vanity of human love 
and human grief. 

But in the Renascence and Reformation 
period, instead of substituting supernat- 
ural powers and persons and events for 
the natural facts of the world, men re- 
curred to those: facts, and found in them 
inspiration and sustenance for heart and 
intellect and conscience. Of Paradise 
men knew somewhat less than Angelico 
had known, or Dante; but they saw that 
this earth is good. Physical nature was 
not damnable; the outlying regions of the 
earth were not all tenanted by vampires 
and devils. Sir John Mandeville brought 
back stories of obscure valleys communi- 
cating with heil, and haunted by homicidal 
demons; Raleigh brought back the tobacco 

lant and the potato. In the college ot 

is New. Atlantis, Bacon erecis a statue to 
the inventor of sugar. Dreams of unex- 
plored regions excited the imagination of 
Spaniard and Englishman in the later Re- 
nascence, but it was of El Dorado they 
dreamed, with its gold-roofed city and 
auriferous sands. Hardy men went forth 
to establish plantations and possees the 
earth, And as these were eager to acquire 
power over the physical world by ex.end- 
ing in the Indies aud America the domin- 
iou of civilized man, others were no leas 
eagerly engaged in endeavoring to extend, 
by means of scientific discovery, the do- 
mivion of man over all forces and prov- 
inces of nature, The student of science 
was not now a magician—a dealer in the 
biack art, in miracles of the diabolic kind ; 
he pleaded in the courts, he held a seat in 
Parliament, he became Lord Chancellor of 
England. It was ascertained that heaven 
was not constructed of a series of spheres 
moving over and around the earth, but that 
the earth was truly in heaven. This is 
typical of the moral discovery of the time. 
Men found that the earth is in heaven, 
that God is ndt above nature, touching it 
only through rare preternatural points of 
contact—rather that he is not far from 
every one of us; that human life is sacred, 
and time a fragment of eternity. 

Catholicism had endeavored to sanctify 
things secular by virtue proceeding towards 
them from special poder sh tical persons and 
places and acts. The modern spirit, of 
which Protestantism is a part, revealed in 
the total life of men a deeper and truer 
sanctity than can be conferred by touches 
of any wand of ecclesiastical magic. The 
burden of the curse was lightened, Knowl- 
edge was good, and men set about increas- 
ing the store of knowledge by interroga- 
tion of nature, and by research into the 
life of mankind as preserved in ancient 
literatures, Visible pomp was a thing 
which the eye might frankly enjoy; men 
tried to make life splendid. Raieigh rode 
by the queen in silver armor; the Jesuit 
Drexelius estimated the value of the shoes 
worn by this minion of the English Cleo- 
patra at six thousand six hundred gold 
pieces. The essays ‘Of Building” and 
* Of Gardens,” by Bacon, show how this 
superb mundane ritualism had a charm for 
his imagination. Beauty was now con- 
fessed to be good ; not the beauty of Para- 
dise which Angeiico painted, but that of 
Lionardo’s Monna Lissa, and Raffaele’s 
Fornarina, and of the daughters of Palma 
Vecchio. ‘The earth, and those excellent 
creatures, man and woman, walking upon 
it, formed a spectacle worth a painter’s 
soul. QOne’s country was for the present 
not the heavenly Jerusalem, but a certain 
defined portion of this habitable globe; 
and patriotism became a virtue, and queea- 
worship a piece of religion. Love, iciend- 
ship, marriage, the ties of parent and 
child, jealousy, ambition, hatred revenge, 
loyalty, devotion, mercy—these were not 
insignilicant affairs because belonging to 
a world which passes away; human life 
being of importance, these, the blessings 
and curses of human life, were important 
also. Heaven may be very real; we have 
a good hope that it is so; meanwhile here 
is our earth—a substantial, indubitable fact. 
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John Wanamaker. 
This isthe particular seasonin 

DRY GOODS which to getand prepare House- 
keeping Dry Goods—Sheetings, 

Pillow Materials, Linens, Nap- 

If you cannot kirs, Towels, etc. It isalsothe 
visitthe city, send for season for Ladies’ Underwear. 
The Grand Depot contains the 
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card for House- greatest variety of goods in one 
keeper’s FPrice establishment in’ 
List,ana Under- J A N UA RY the United States, 
wear Price List. and exchanges 





or refundsmoney 
for things that 
do not suit, upon 


We fill orders by letter from 
every State and Territory at 
same prices charged customers 
who visit the store, and allow 


and 


examination at 





home. 


FEBRUARY 
Philadelphia. 


same privilege of return. 

The stock includes Dress 
Silks, Laces, Fancy 
Goods, and general outfits. 


Grand Depot, 
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 ESTEY GROGAN 


(See ees Rees ewe ewe 
{ Oe PLOT OTe suse 





E nterprise, Industry and Skill havE 
Secured for this Organ numberles$ 
T estimonials of its superior meri 
Every Instrument sold in Thirty-fivE 
Years adding to its wide popularit ¥ 


F ESTEY & CO., Brattleboro, Vt 


lll Illustrated Catalogue Sent Free. 


JA MEW T TREATMENT ig: fer rachithas Cate ntarrh, Dye: 


ACTS 2. RECTLY up. upon tho preat : nervous and organic centres, 
HAS BFE SéTED 7REMARKABLE CURES, which are 


aon RN Hoar Win iD, Heliey, i. B. Arthis, gud others who 
















25 4, we refer by nission. 
18'S) 1 RON Ly ENDO SED: ~ Wo havo the most uncqulvocal 
testimony to its curative power f many persons of high character 
and intellizence.”—ZLutheran Obs a — oe have been ob. 


3 new treatment seem more like miracles than o! 

Seth fag “There is no Geaise as to the genuine- 
Peritive treatment.”— Boston Journal of Commerce. 
Ox EN P HOME TREATMENT « contains two months’ supply, 

with aling a’ 
FREE: on Compound Oxygen, giving the piste of this new 
ens Lm ry LTE record of mort ‘phe ble c' yen, eiving tor i ‘Address 
TS. STAR RKEY & P 


NDMINISTERED BY INHALATION. i100 ana iit Girard St.. as Pa. 
AN OLD-FASHIONED KNIFE 


MAHER & CROSH, 
28 Monroe 8t., , o 
warrant every blade of their good 
ito be hand-forged from Rasor Steel 
and will replace /ree any that prove 
soit or flawy. Cut shows exact size 
of our medium two-blade, price, 
postpaid, 50c. oF one de, $e. 
stronger one-blade, 35c.3 extra 
strong one-biade, ¢ wos +3 extra strong two-biade, made for hard service, and blades tested, 75c.3 Ladies’ 5 ade, 25c.: 
two-blade ivory, two-blade — Jk 8 fine three-blade,% 1s; Pruner’s, oil- pels | and tested,%1. Hunting 
Knife, 81. Dust nt oe d List free. Discount to ealers. Sample ¢ of: six. -inch Hand- Forged ButcherKnife, by mail, postpaid 500¢ 














_ WHAT A PRIMARY CLASS TEACHER SAYS. 


* PaRMA, Ohio, Jan. 17, 1881.—T have a large Primary Class, and I do not know how I could teach them 
without the aid of 7 HE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. Fov fiva years [ have sought for the best 
ails, aud HE TEACHER heads my list. R. A. Hopeman.” Send for free specimen. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, AND LYON PUBLISHING €6., 147 and 149 Fifth Ave., Chicago, Il. 











90.000 WEW CARPETS. 


YARDS, NEW DESIGNS, BEAUTIFULLY COLORED. 


(59 cents, 85 cants. | TAPESTRY (75 ceats, $t 00 RODY 


INGRAINS. < 6) cents, 9) cents. <3 cents, 1.10, BRUSSELS {n 35 to $1.75. 


75 cents, $1.0). BRUSSELS. (gu cents, 1.29, 


WILTON and MOQUETTES, OIL CLOTGAS, LINOLEUM. LIGNU f-. 
MATILINGS in great vasiety. 


GOOD ssi BOOK 





Good Value, at all prices. 
All prices. RUGS and MATS, from 75 cents to $25v.00. 


REEVE L . KNIGHT, 1222 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


femrles FREE ! 











The ADJUSTABLE BOOK COVER fits any book ! BEST 
Schools and Libraries take notice. Send two stamps to IN THRE 
. F. VAN EVEREN, 1i6 Na sau Street, New York. 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry WORLD 
° ° ° ° ° for ee 
concerning anyt hing advertised in this paper, J 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the EWA, 5 ace NIE D 4 MACHINE 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver Sewine. 
‘ . R Price list of best INVALID CHAIRS add 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. with green stamp, VT. N. W. Co., Springfi irom, 





Church Sets. Complete 
$35 to $500. 


Delivered free anywhere within the New Eng- 
land and Middle States. 50 Styles in Stock. 


Settees, Cushions, Chairs, Lecterns, Fonta, 
Altars, and Tables, of the most approved patterns, 
Photographs and price list mailed free if applied for. 


Paine’s Furniture Manufactory, 


Tt #8 Camat and 141 #RIEND Sts.. Boston, Mass. 
HORSTMANN BROS. & CO., 
Fifth and Cherry Sts., Philadelphia. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Sunday-school Banners. 


ESTIMATES FURNISHED, 








Horstmann Bros. & Co. Fhia, Pa, 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 


Clinton H. Menee.y Bell Company, 
Juccessors to Meneely & Kimberly, Bell Founders, 
Troy, N. Y., manuf: peta eapeies guaity of Bells, 
special attention given to Church Bells. @@”Cata- 
‘ogues sent _free to © parties needing bells. 


zowest prices ever knowg 
on Breech - Loaders, 

Rifles, and corer 
at greatly reduced price. 
Send stamp for our New 


Illustrated Catalogue ( D) 

5 , POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, CINCINNA( 1.0. 

BARLOW’S | ‘Tue FaMILY Was BLUE. 
For Sale by Grocers 


(D. 8. WILTBERGER, Prop. 
INDIGO. BLUE ox: w Second Street yaa a, Pa 
¢ TEE PLAINS 
“AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


SUMMIT 


Stove-Pipe Shelf and Utenail Stand, the 
most convenient article ever offered to house- 
keepers. Agents meet with greater success 
thanever. One agent made $192 in 15 days, 
another @38 in 2 days, another 27 in I day. 
freight yee. -. Agents. Send for circulars to nearest 
Adress. SU ANUFACTURING CO. 

“Philadelphia, Pes Cincinnati, Ohio; St. Louis, Mo, 


WSJOHNS 


‘ASBESTOS 


LIQUID PAINTS, ROOFINC, 
Steam Pipe & Boiler Coverings, Steam Packing, 
Mill Board, , Sheathin i Fir Fire froot Coatings, &c. 


H.W. JOHNS. ™ Ff" @ ce co. "87 MAIDEN LANE. be y 


ESTERBROOK’S 2: 



































PENS. 


The most Popular Pons in use. 
; Por Sale by all Stationers. 


THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, N.J. 26 John St., New York. 
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ealth markets, superior schoo! 
, Stock Pas ot 
Farming. £3~The best [, 00 | 
Tobacco — yn in ihe Went 5 
res well-watered ran 09 and Prairie Lanx is} 
R, for sale at from $2.50 to Ss} 
so. \ee ame On seven years’ time. Free trans] 
WEST of land. ene ly maps and circulars 
IN, Land Commissi : 
KE VSTONE Siate. and nd Soapstone Works. 
Slate and Soapstone Work on hand or made to order. 
JOSEPH S. MILLER, Manufacturer, 
Factory: 1211 & 1213 Spring G Garden St., Philada. 
Rend for Tlustrated Catalogue and Price-List 


ul climate. Excellent for| i 
IN along the line of the St. Louis and San Fran-) 
cisco R, 
portation from St. Louis to purchasers} 
W.H.Co ne 
ISSOURIS Temple. Building, St. Louis, Mo 

ot the latest and most beautiful alae, a all ot her 

Office and Salesroom: 1210 Ridge Avenne. 
She the Order of Service, found in The Scholars 








vandred, No extra charge for postage 


Quarterly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per’ 
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“I heartily commend this new, artistic, and practical device for winning, retaining, and 
improving our Sunday-school pupils.”—J. H. Vincent. 
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The above cut, or rather combination cut, is a reduced and imperfect outline of The World’s Hope series of elegant Lithographic Engravings, now published by us. They represent : 
1. A Sunday-school ROLL OF HONOR, full size 20x22 inches, ae lithographed, and containing an ornamental centre and surrounded by lines for recording names of scholars 
deserving “ Special Mention.” 2. CERTIFICATE OF ENROLLMENT, This is the elegant and beautifully engraved centre of the above, and is printed on a sheet of plate-bristol- 
board, 14x18 inches. This is designed to be given to the scholars who secure the entrance of their names on the ROLL OF HONOR. 3. The cards in the lower corners represent the two sides 
of our CARD OF WELCOME. Size 4x6 inches. The side with the vignette is a beautiful steel engraving—the other is a lithographic cut. This card is used: I. Asa Card of Welcome 
to the school. II. A certificate of membership in the school, and, III, A transfer from the school, f 

In order to illustrate a finished set of our uisites, as they appear when the names of Pastor, ay Superintendent, Teacher, and Enrolled Scholars are placed upon them, we have 
improvised a Centennial Sunday-school, with Rev. Thomas Stock as pastor, Robert Raikes, superintendent, William Fox, secretary, and Sophia Cooke, teacher. We have also taken the liberty 
of dropping the titles from some of the many distinguished friends and patrons of the Sunday-schools, who are doubtless indebted to that institution for a share of their honors, and whose 
names are, in turn, an honor to the institution. Thus transforming these into boys end girls again, we have ornamented our Honor Roll of this century of Sunday-schools, by inscribing their 
baptismal names thereon. We fancy it is no small distinction to be placed upon a Roll ofsuch significance, the columns of which are headed by a Republican King, two peerless Queens, and 
closed with the name of the Prince of Pulpit Orators. The multitude of - ly worthy names necessarily omitted, but who are future candidates for this distinction, will bide their time patiently 
when they learn that our single condition of enrollment upon our Second Centennial Merit List is good behavior. To comeectand fully the appearance of these Requisites, as they are 
offered for sale, you have only to pay ey these names entirely widen, Sones the spaces which they now occupy vacant, which spaces are to be filled by the names of scholars who have 
complied with conditions adopted by the Sunday-scheols. Also remem g that the three Requisites necessarily combined in this advertisement are each s‘parate from the other. 

pa A descriptive circular, showing how, by the use of THE WORLD’S HOPE series, the Sunday-school may be improved and enlarged, how better attendance can be secured, more 
Bible committed, more missionar mer! en gr interest secured, etc., etc., will be sent on application to the publishers. 

per A sample set, including ROLL OF HONOR, CERTIFICATE OF ENROLLMENT, CARD OF WELCOME, and illustrated descriptive circular and price-list, sent, 
putes for Fifty Cents. Correspondence solidited fom Pastors, Sinday-school Superintendents, and Teachers, Preserve this for future reference. 

ddress, men The Sunday School Timies, J. Cs NOBLES & COMPANY, 757 Broadway, New York. 


‘The Sunday Schoo! Times holds itestf reapotisthls fot ths bherecter of the P4tertieemetty ft bontatne, and ott! remit” te ite sinedeibers any money that they lose turongh fraudulent advettishtcontes tit ite oxtimmem 



















